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and the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
4th Joint Songun - Juche Q and A Study Session, 
held 9th of January 2024 
(KFA UK, pages 47 - 49) 
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the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
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will invite irretrievable misfortune 
( ASSPUK, BGSJI, UK KFA, BSCPRKP, pages 50 - 51 ) 
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for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
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(KCNA, pages 70-72) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
Inspects Major Munitions Factories 
(KCNA, pages 72 - 76 ) 


Press Statement of Vice Department Director, 
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‘On the 82nd Anniversary of the birth, 
of Chairman KIM JONG IL' 


On the 16th of February 82 years ago the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL was 
born in a log cabin on snow swept Mt Paektu. I can remember visiting the 
birthplace of comrade KIM JONG IL on Mt Paektu in August 2017 for the 5th 
International Festival in Praise of the Great Persons of Mt Paektu. Comrade KIM 
JONG Il was born amidst the great anti - Japanese War to the echoes of gunshots. 
The anti - Japanese armed struggle, led by President KIM IL SUNG, was a struggle 
for independence, a struggle for national liberation and for justice. It was thus 
fitting that comrade KIM JONG IL should devote his whole life to defending and 
advancing the cause of independence. 


Korea is not a big country and it is bordered by two big countries; Russia and 
China. A short distance across the sea from Korea is Japan which is an aggressive 
and imperialistic country which has long had designs on Korea. From 1910 to 1945, 
Korea was a Japanese colony and even before that Japan had craftily expanded its 
influence in Korea. Independence had been lost because the Korean feudal ruling 
class split into warring factions each supporting a big power such as Russia, China, 
the US and Japan. This was a disaster. The practice of looking up to big powers 
and depending on them became known as flunkeyism. 


Even after the liberation of Korea from Japanese imperialist rule in 1945 and the 
building of a new People’s Korea the idea of flunkeyism still remained in the minds 
of some elements. President KIM IL SUNG led the struggle to establish Juche and 
worked out the original Juche - based policies. Comrade KIM JONG IL supported 
these policies and urged young people to make a deep study of the ideas of 
President KIM IL SUNG. In 1956 factionalist - flunkeys, agents of the big power 
chauvinists and modern revisionists tried to overthrow the leadership of the 
Workers Party of Korea. Comrade KIM JONG IL himself denounced factionalism. 
Later when studying at KIM IL SUNG University comrade KIM JONG IL on the Sth 
of April 1961 gave a talk to students titled: 'Worshipping Big Powers and Depending 
on Foreign Forces is the way to national ruin'in which he denounced flunkeyism as 
an ‘ideological malady' and exposed the danger of flunkeyism giving detailed and 
concrete historical examples. 


In 1968 when the DPRK captured the US imperialist armed spy ship the 'USS 
Pueblo', the US imperialists arrogantly demanded that the DPRK simply hand back 
both the ship and its crew even threatening to bomb the DPRK. At the same time, 
the big - power chauvinists and modern revisionists tried to put pressure on the 
DPRK to meekly return the ship but comrade KIM JONG IL urged the DPRK to 
maintain an independent, anti - imperialist, anti - revisionist line. 


In December 1978 the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL put forward the slogan 
Let Us Live Our Own Way, a militant slogan encapsulating the desire of the Korean 
people to live their own way and not be dominated by others, especially by big 
powers. This slogan was announced when the big - power chauvinists were putting 
pressure on the DPRK and a neighbouring country had embarked on a peculiar and 
uncertain course. Also, the imperialists were slandering the socialist countries on 
the pretext of human rights' Comrade KIM JONG IL said that: 


Tt is only when one displays a great revolutionary spirit of self - reliance 
that one can have faith in one's own strength, 
exploit the internal resources of one's country to the maximum 
and conduct the revolution and construction with success. 


Experience shows that only when one gives full play 
to the revolutionary spirit of self - reliance 
can one surmount every manner of difficulty and ordeal' 


Thus, the DPRK ploughed ahead along the path of living one's own way, the path 
of self - reliance the path of Juche. This defied the imperialists, revisionists and big 
- power chauvinists who schemed to stifle the Korean revolution. 


In 1982 comrade KIM JONG IL published his magnum opus: 'On the Juche Idea' 
which stressed that the independent stand is absolutely essential saying that: Tf 
independence is to be defended, an independent stand must firmly be maintained in 
the revolution and construction’. 


In the 1990s when socialism was frustrated in some countries thanks to the 
modern revisionists and the imperialists were rampant, vociferating about a so- 
called 'New World Order' and 'the end of history’ comrade KIM JONG IL rebuffed 
them by declaring ‘Expect No Change from Me' when the imperialists hoped for 
either the collapse of the DPRK or a so - called change of policy’. This was a blow to 
the imperialists which at the same time was a cast - iron and militant affirmation of 
the stance of living the way of the DPRK and not the way of another country. 


The imperialists also tried to force globalisation on the world. In 1997 comrade 
KIM JONG IL published the work 'On Preserving the Juche Character and National 
Character of the Revolution and Construction' which was a militant manifesto against 
globalisation and imperialism. He stressed in the work that the Juche character 
and national character must be preserved in the revolution and construction. The 
DPRK rejected globalisation and its associated 'Americanisation' and 'cocacolaistion'. 


The US imperialists intervened in many countries such as Somalia, Yugoslavia, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya. Comrade KIM JONG IL implemented the Songun policy 
and built up the DPRK’s national capabilities so it did not face the same fate as its 
others. 


It is thanks to the Juche line of independence of comrade KIM JONG IL, which is 
today carried forward by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, that the DPRK in the 
words of one former British prime minister has ‘undiluted sovereignty’. Comrade 
KIM JONG IL was a great leader who defended independence. KFA UK remembers 
comrade KIM JONG IL on the day of his birth. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 
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‘Commemoration of Comrade Kim Jong IU 


17th of December marks the twelfth anniversary of the death of Comrade KIM 
JONG IL. It will be the twelfth winter without him. Korean comrades and all 
progressive people in the world mourn this great loss. 


When President KIM IL SUNG died in 1994, there was already talk in the West of 
the demise of socialism in Korea. But under the wise leadership of Comrade KIM 
JONG IL, the trials of the arduous march caused by natural disasters were 
overcome and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ) has not only 
defended socialism but has become a Korean - style socialist nuclear power. All this 
was made possible by the Juche idea. The Juche idea was first developed by 
President KIM IL SUNG during the anti - Japanese struggle. He wrote: 'As I said in 
my talk with the journalists of the Mainichi Shimbun, in the course of the long 
revolutionary struggle we have become convinced that the power of the masses is the 
key to the solution of all questions. All issues must be resolved by relying on the 
people; the revolution is the struggle of the masses for their own liberation, and 
consequently they must rise up and unite firmly. We unfolded the struggle from this 
standpoint’. 


Comrade KIM JONG IL deepened and further developed the Juche ideology. 
Among other things, he systematized it in his work 'On the Juche Ideology’. 


The French professor Charpin said that the work: 'On the Juche Ideology' was a 
song of hymns to the true human cause, to the dignity and worth of man and to the 
-true ideal and boundless prosperity of mankind. When counter - revolutions 
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destroyed socialism in the Soviet Union and other Warsaw Treaty countries, 
Comrade KIM JONG IL published the works: 'The Historical Lessons of Socialist 
Construction and the General Line of Our Party', 'The Slander of Socialism is 
Inadmissible' and ‘Socialism is a Science' one after another. Convinced of the final 
victory of socialism, he wrote: ‘Socialism is a science. Although it has failed in many 
countries, it still lives on as a science in the hearts of the people. The imperialists and 
other reactionaries, faced with the situation that has arisen in some countries that 
once built socialism, talk loudly of the "end of socialism’. The traitors to socialism 
claim that its ideal is itself false and try to argue in favour of their vile renegacy. But 
the truth can neither be disguised nor strangled. The collapse of socialism in many 
countries is not the defeat of socialism as a science, but the bankruptcy of the 
opportunism that allowed this doctrine to degenerate. Although socialism is 
temporarily caught up in painful complications because of opportunism, it will 
definitely enjoy its rebirth due to its scientificity and truth and will win the final 
victory. 


And he proved to the whole world the superiority of Juche - based socialism by 
transforming Korea into a socialist paradise with the right to work, free education, 
free medical care, free cheap food, cheap public transport and no taxes. The Korean 
Central News Agency reports that many foreigners are praising Comrade KIM JONG 
IL: 'The general secretary of the Marxist - Leninist Communist Party of Brazil said 
that Comrade Kim Jong Il, who was born in the forests of the Paektu Mountains, 
chose the path of Songun politics to defend the Korean revolution and the socialist 
revolution at the time when the world national liberation movement was facing a 
serious challenge, adding that his immortal deeds will be immortal for socialist 
Korea and the world. The General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Czech Republic said that Comrade Kim Jong Il has 
strengthened the leadership role of the working class and vigorously led the Korean 
people to victory throughout his life, adding that they will always revere him. The 
General Secretary of the Revolutionary Communist Party of Great Britain ( Marxist- 
Leninist ) said that Comrade Kim Jong Il has always remained faithful to the 
unshakable principle in solving the issues arising in all fields at every stage of the 
Korean revolution and socialist construction. The General Chairman and the 
General Secretary of the Central Council of the Democratic People's Party of 
Indonesia said that Kim Jong Il: ' ... is a great man who has made great 
achievements in the world history of human thought. The leader of the Indian People's 
Party said that leader Kim Jong Il: has devoted his whole life to building a socialist 
state centred on the masses and that he has always been among the people". 


Comrade KIM JONG IL has received many awards and honours for his 
outstanding services to socialism. He was awarded the title of 'Hero of the DPRK' 
four times and the KIM IL SUNG Award twice. He also received 401 orders, medals 
and titles of honour from abroad. Even though Comrade KIM JONG IL has passed 
away physically, his deeds for the people and his ideological work will live on 
forever. And today, KIM JONG IL's pro - people policy is being continued by 
Comrade KIM JONG UN. Proof of this is the construction of 50,000 flats in the 
capital Pyongyang under the personal leadership of Comrade KIM JONG UN, the 
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recent launch of a reconnaissance satellite, the overcoming of the corona pandemic 
in less than 100 days, which the developed capitalist countries are still unable to do 
today, and his numerous on - site instructions in industry and agriculture. 


I am convinced that under Comrade KIM JONG UN's leadership, the memory of 
Comrade KIM JONG IL and his achievements will remain alive and the DPRK will 
celebrate many more successes. 


President KIM IL SUNG and Generalissimo KIM JONG IL will always be with us! 


( Jeremy Bieringer, Korean Friendship Association Germany ) 


'76th Anniversary of the foundation of the Korean People’s Army, 
as the regular armed force of Juche Korea' 
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76 years ago, on the 8th of February 1948 the guerrilla - based Korean People’s 
Revolutionary Army was transformed into a standing, regular revolutionary armed 
force of Juche and Songun, the Korean People’s Army on the initiative of President 
KIM IL SUNG. 


For over 7 decades the KPA has stood guard over the socialist gains of People's 
-Korea and defends the sovereignty of the DPRK. It is totally different to armies in- 
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imperialist and capitalist countries. 


The KPA is the unique Juche - based and Songun - based revolutionary armed 
force of the Korean people. It is an army of the people, an army of the revolution 
and an army of the working class and the Workers' Party of Korea. 


The great leader President KIM IL SUNG, an ever - victorious iron - willed brilliant 
commander and gifted military strategist, put forward the line of building the army 
after the liberation of Korea and developed the Korean People's Revolutionary Army 
into the Korean People's Army, modern regular armed forces, performing the 
undying feats in the history of the building of the revolutionary armed forces. 


With the foundation of the KPA, the Korean people came to have their own 
independent defence force safeguarding their independence. Under the command of 
the great generals of Mt Paektu, President KIM IL SUNG and generalissimo KIM 
JONG IL the KPA traversed the road of glory and victory. In the 1950s the KPA beat 
back the U.S. imperialists’ invasion to swallow up the DPRK in its cradle and 
demonstrated the dignity and honour of the DPRK and Korean people during the 
Fatherland Liberation War. Throughout the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s and 1990s the 
regular revolutionary armed forces of the DPRK defended the gains of socialism and 
the independence of the DPRK, inflicting defeats on the imperialists. 


Our delegations have witnessed the incredible steel - like unity and total discipline 
of the Korean People's Army at the military parades of April 2012, July 2013, 
October 2015, April 2017 and September 2018. 


Today the KPA under the command of dear respected Marshal KIM JONG UN is 
the pride of Juche Korea defending the independence and security of the country 


and will achieve greater victories 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 
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With Putin, Xi and Kim Jong 
Un issuing New Year threats, 
the West's woeful leadership 
means this could become the... 


commitments to Uer i 
what weight would you putes 
its promises to Taiwan? 


ven North Korea’s di 
the ridiculous and rotund Kon 
| Jong Un, is getting in on the 
act, threatening this week to 
‘thoroughly annihilate’ 
America and warning that war 
could ‘break out at any time 


comfort, The likely altern: 

to him would sell out Ukaine 
— and perhaps much of 
Europe, too, Rarely has 
ann can poures Jupes 50 
le hope of global le: 

and directi Hi wee 
The Europeans are no better. 


from India to Mexico, es di SK 
L eSti istaste for Nato 
Seen 40 Russia, Be and undermine, 
akistan to the European Stroy, the vital tion. But T sus; R in fhei 1 
S f by spect he willawait gers lurkin vn neigh- 
Parliament and many 48 BANAK PS the outcome of the U.S. elec- Bourhood: they suit men 


on the Korean peninsula’ 
His t j ; 
Vere almost coin to have hi nds Å Aer ll ra Trump amet fete mi er even to IS ga S agains erica, 
EN te of course, are farcical but his 
f o regar the revane sm and act like $ s to Taiwan? 2 ll sly 
coming year asa ‘great ‘peartothenear of unopean “aha wath gate, acron of Franse nor Chan- ability to cause regional may- 
forting, but wron, thinking about. T 


E thougt NA The E capital to lead Furor hem is all too al V i 
sven though there will be he European Parliament. 
v AE hi ty re . E en as his 


nore naNG onnies, 202i nasate RAT GE Britain is 

e like! ar of significance. But the prospec 5 å | + 

or democray, whieh is of awing tp the leh nhs ould break out l any Une delene spending spe 3 people suffer in squalor and 
ater peri y På ections: 3 the eninsula”. ei ; s : 

se Serre He Stare IE S spending map 
PRAA, Ability to cause regional may: on st-century military 
paraphernalia, including spy 
3 
parap! i 
a på tical a 4 
porene. Eee Me ho ts beer Satellites, nuclear weapon 
ons edule e June's elections, is Tran is iQ 
: hose pre isslles and drones. 


defence spending — and å hem is all too real. Even as his 
more robust attitude to people suffer in squalor and 
Russian expansionism. starvation he is spending more 


However, Europe's new o 
Control populist Right, which could 


Tac 


z 
Kri 


emlin, can cause the dem 
lightsin Fra! ving unleashed Hi ran 1s A ready S Owing ow nd 
force, 01 T Si 7 : el 
te a tase much distress a dictatorship 4 
og iioi Casa nee See aiar GEEA can cause the democracies. a 


ere ofthe t n 
Threaten ss when subing tenor Having unleashed Hamas, its 


At the same time, other rades 
Tr ro; 


Righ TERUR jer unimpressive Ieàd- far 
arted anian 5 too often allowed the dicta- N 
Ceta E me ow Person mme Cors to have their way, with prox y fo ree on Isr ael on a 1 


We have only just started the new year 2024, and a new rash of slanderous 
slander, lies and rehashed old and well - known nonsense and fairy tales about 
Korea of Juche have already begun. 


There would be nothing strange about it, as it is a permanent trend of the Western 
press and media serving American imperialism, but it caught my attention in a 
newspaper found accidentally abandoned at the workplace - a rag, a popular tabloid 
called the Daily Mail' which many people consider due to its questionable content 
and the fact that it deviates from the minimum level of intelligence of the reader, it 
has a slang name: Daily S... t’. 


Indeed, the level of stupidity presented by this rag is extremely high. Here, in the 
issue of January 3 this year of a newspaper with this title that I accidentally found, 
Mr. Andrew Neil skillfully ( in his own and probably editorial opinion ) ‘smeared’ in 

-one text three countries with their leaders that the West does not like, because of- 
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their resistance to imperialist expansion of capital and ‘cocacolalization', he and 
liberal capitalists countries does not like and, of course, for money he employs 
writers such as Mr. Andrew Neil to start the new year by reminding British citizens 
who should be disliked. 


Leaving aside the issues of idiotic attacks full of offensive terms and created for 
the needs of anti - Russian and anti - Chinese phobia in the provocative subtitles: 
‘Control’ and 'Threaten' and 'Terrible' that Mr. Neil created to supposedly show the 
image of evil countries with their tyrants Xi and, of course Putin, let's see what Mr. 
Neil wrote about the leader of North Korea (and here Mr. Neil failed to show off his 
journalistic knowledge by not knowing the correct name of this country ) Marshal 
Kim Jong Un. 


There we go, in opinion of Mr Neil as contain in his nonsense about how the 
‘dictator from North Korea- 'is getting in on the act, it would be reasonable to ask 
what world Mr. Neil lives in? Will these all offensive words written by Mr Neil in his 
slanders of DPRK article, in relation to the election of a fully democratic, fully 
independent state, an election that the Western world of liberal democracy for the 
rich, which closes the doors to parliament to all those who do not have enough 
money and are not in the proper social class of the rich - will never see - are all 
these words the result of ignorance about this country or are they a deliberately 
prepared offensive text for money intended for anti - DPRK propaganda? Maybe 
both. Mr. Neil lives in a kind of ‘information bubble' which, unfortunately, many 
people in British society also live in. It is created by the Western media, servile to 
the American imperialism, to create a false image of the DPRK with stupidities such 
as starvation, concentration camps, the regime, etc. 


In the understanding of such writers, with Western money spent on anti-DPRK 
propaganda, ‘getting in on this act is the favorite and deliberate action of a 
‘dictatorial state' hostile to poor 'democratic' America as a victim of DPRK. Of course, 
Mr. Neil will not write anything about the dozens of military bases and hundreds of 
soldiers on the border of the independent DPRK, he will not write anything about 
the constant tensions and the recent exchange of fire provoked by America’s south 
Korean puppets. For Mr. Neil, any response, whether diplomatic or forced by an 
overt act of aggression against the sovereignty of the DPRK, will always be 
considered as a ‘threatening’. As Mr Neil writes about Kim Jong Un:"...his threats 
against America, of course, are farcical but this ability to cause regional mayhem is 
all too real' and '... his threats against America are farcical, of course, but his ability 
to cause regional chaos is all too real ...' 


So, in Mr. Neil’s understanding, the normal response of a leader of a sovereign 
state to threats - or even more, overt acts of hostile interference with military 
activity, endured with patience and countered with minimal means - is perceived as 
threats. Beautifully, this is twisted rhetoric! Turning reality upside down ... 


Moreover, according to Mr. Neil, the right of a sovereign state to defend its territory 
against an act of aggression, against an attack from outside is, according to 
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Western journalistic standards, a threat. 


Mr. Neil was right about one thing. The DPRK Nuclear Defense System has combat 
capabilities at such a high level that the US annihilation’ will be complete and so 
fast, that American imperialism will not even have time to respond. But this will 
never happen as Mr Neil wants to create conspiracy theories in his lies - as an act of 
aggression of the DPRK. The defense system of the nuclear DPRK with its ICBM 
missile resources is of a defensive nature and can only be used for this purpose. So, 
such lies about DPRK's hostility and the country's threats to launch a nuclear 
missile first have no basis in reality and, are just a lie deliberately invented to 
spread anti - DPRK propaganda and present this country as an ‘aggressor’ and an 
‘armed bandit' who it's just waiting to attack, which fits perfectly with American 
imperialism indeed. 


However, a huge load of nonsense, is Mr. Neil's statement about causing regional 
chaos. We know well who is causing such chaos, disturbing the peace of life of the 
citizens of the independent people's state of socialist Korea. Just last days we seen 
another act of provocation as many in the past. 5th of January another naval live - 
shell firing drill has been organized by the military gangsters from south Korea. But 
such thing is not 'threats' and not act of aggression for Mr Neil of course. the 
threats for him are the fact, that DPRK has claim right to defence his country and 
has modern nuclear weapons able to achieve goals in the US and other imperialist 
puppets countries. 


In the true fact, the only really threats come from the American puppets on the 
southern border, who for decades have been dissatisfied with the fact, that the 
socialist Korea state, the DPRK is growing stronger thanks to its own wisdom, the 
wisdom of epochal Juche idea and socialist of Korean style. Is grows in great 
successes and achievements on the its own way, and does not allow 
'Americanization, Western capital for the exploitation of people and the plague of 
Western decadent culture. 


Going through reading this nonsense written by Mr. Neil, we come across the well 
- known Western lies about the DPRK where society is supposed ‘suffering of people 
in squalor and starvation' when huge amounts of money are spent on modern 
weapons. 


Squalor in DPRK society? It is an extremely disgusting and discriminatory term for 
the DPRK society, which only proves the sewage level of Mr. Neil's journalism. It 
would be justified to refer to the community standards that allegedly exist in a 
liberal democracy, are not such terms in relation to another nation considered ‘hate 
speech '? But of course, there are double standards in Western democracy... 


First of all, no starvation or life in squalor takes place in DPRK and there never 
was such a thing. Both in the past, when the DPRK experienced periods of 
economic difficulties caused by the war unleashed by the American invaders and 
the collapse of the USSR, blockades and trade embargoes, and now - when the 
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economic situation of this country puts it at the level of an Asian economic super 
power, with a high standard of living of the society, no starvation or squalor 
corresponds to what is in reality and what once was. Such nonsense created by Mr. 
Neil really is not only a farce, but also a boring repetition of the same lies. 


A display of a kind of stupidity and blindness to facts that can be easily seen in 
the reality that socialist Korea shows in a high level of everyday life, an economic 
and social position that has nothing to do with any 'starvation' or ‘squalor’ which 
can be found very easily and very quickly by leaving Mr. Neil's editorial office and 
onto the streets of London. 


Does Mr. Neil realize that he is writing nonsense about socialist Korea? Where 
does Mr. Neil get his knowledge about the life and reality of DPRK? Seeing what I 
write, it is probably 'VKNews' and other news agencies creating offensive and false 
stories about poverty and the regime in DPRK. Mr Neil, we wish you to get know 
about achievements of socialist Korea which he not see in his country and other of 
the capitalist system never. The list of these achievement by socialist system of the 
Korea of Juche, of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea is very long, there are 
few as: 

1) No unemployment, right to work. 

2) Apartments/ houses are free and a human right. 

3) No homeless or beggars, no drugs or other crime problems. 
4) State subsidized food for 1/4 of its value. 

5) Maximal working hours: eight per day, very often six only. 


6) Workers are the owner of the means of production, it eliminates of exploitation 
for profit of man by man. 


7) Workers have democratic control and fully impact over the planned economy. 
8) Right to a place in nursery and kindergarten for free. 

9) Female workers get 5 months of maternity leave. 

10) Sex equality. Women and men receive the same payment for the same work. 
11) Men over 60 and women over 55 get pensions. 

12) Holiday homes, SPA residences at state expense for ordinary people. 

13) Workers get up to 35 paid holidays 


14) Completely free education with support to supply educational materials from 
state for free. 


15) Completely free and modern with high standards and high treatment 
effectiveness public health care. 
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16) Easy jobs as cleaner or bus driver have a good reputation in the society. 
17) 100 percent literacy. 


So where is the 'starvation' or 'Squalor' as Mr Neil is written? 


Happy people, new free comfortable homes, wellbeing and welfare, 
this is the ‘starvation’ and ‘squalor’ that Western propaganda writes about DPRK. 
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So, Mr Andrew Neil, was 2023 the year of despots? If we were to look for despots 
anywhere, from the analysis of the events on the world last year, we can easily point 
to the greatest despot Joe Biden, not without reasons so - called: ‘sleepy Joe' then 
come in long team of his puppets with first of the list, the fascist puppet artificial 
state of south Korea, a war maniac who constantly provoking and pokes DPRK, 
south Korean American servant and puppet - Yon, and other subordinate servants 
and henchmen in the service of American imperialism, both in Europe and Asia. 


So, Mr. Neil, I am asking you again, was 2023 the year of despots? Give you 
answer, yes. But from another side of the world. Not the one of the East you slander 
by writing imaginary nonsense and old repeated lies. It was the year of both 
imperialist despots who caused two wars in Ukraine by supporting Zelensky's 
fascist regime and in the Middle East by Zionist regime supported by imperialism, 
and the year of ... liars. Liars such as editors of your Mr. Neil level. 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor 'PKT', 
Organisation Secretary/Security Officer KFA UK, 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


‘Has the DPRK’s line on reunification, 
changed and why?" 


Since the end of 2023 there has been quite a flurry of stories in the imperialist 
mainstream media and from so - called 'academic experts' on Korea who are in the 
pay of the establishment and south Korean puppets about the line of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ) and the Workers’ Party of Korea 
( WPK ) on reunification and the stance towards south Korea. A lot has been made 
of the fact that in his speech to the 10th session of the Supreme People’s Assembly, 
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respected Marshal KIM JONG UN said that: 


'We should also completely remove the eye - sore 
”Monument to the Three Charters for National Reunification’ 
standing at the southern gateway to the capital city of Pyongyang’ 


Some mainstream media reports suggested that the ‘Monument to the Three 
Charters for National Reunification’ has indeed been removed but this is yet to be 
confirmed. 


What has happened is that the Workers Party of Korea held the 9th Plenary 
meeting of its 8th Central Committee at the end of December at which respected 
Marshal KIM JONG UN made a comprehensive speech which included setting out 
policies towards south Korea which did indeed mean a radical departure from the 
DPRK’s previous policy of peaceful reunification as manifested by the 1972 north - 
south joint statement and the line of founding a Democratic Confederal Republic of 
Koryo that was advanced at the 6th Congress of the Workers Party of Korea in 
1980. Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN at the 9th Plenum of the 8th Central 
Committee of the WPK said that: 


‘South Korea at present is nothing but a hemiplegic malformation 
and colonial subordinate state whose politics is completely out of order, 
whole society tainted by Yankee culture, 
and defence and security totally dependent on the U.S.' 


South Korea would now be regarded as an enemy and the DPRK would not seek 
reunification with it. Marshal KIM JONG UN pointed out at the Plenum that what 
all the south Korean puppet regimes had in common was that they aspired to 
overthrow the socialist system in the DPRK and reunify the country under ‘iberal 
democracy 'i.e. capitalism. 


After the 9th plenum on the 1st of January the Korean Central News Agency 
( KCNA ) reported that the DPRK Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui: 


'held a consultative meeting with officials concerned on January 1 
to thoroughly carry out the tasks given by the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un 
at the historic 9th Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee 
of the Workers' Party of Korea to dismantle and reform the bodies in charge 
of the affairs related to the south and the struggle against enemy 
and change the fundamental principle and orientation of the struggle. 


Present there were Ri Son Gwon and other officials in charge 
of the affairs related to the south 


On the 16th of January 2024 the 10th session of the 14th Supreme People’s 
Assembly respected Marshal KIM JONG UN made a policy speech which further 
clarified and developed the line on south Korea which had been laid down at the 9th 
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Plenum of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea. Marshal KIM 
JONG UN said that the reality is that two states now exist on the Korean peninsula 
and that reconciliation with the south Korean puppets is impossible. This being the 
case Marshal KIM JONG UN said that the DPRK Constitution should be revised and 
that the borders of the DPRK towards the south should be clearly defined and the 
illegal ‘northern limit line' of the south Korean puppets. South Korea is now defined 
as a hostile state and No 1 enemy of the DPRK. 


After the meeting of the Supreme People’s Assembly, KCNA reported that: 


'The Supreme People's Assembly of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
on Monday issued a decision on abolishing 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Country, 
the National Economic Cooperation Bureau 
and the Kumgangsan International Tourism Administration. 


The two most hostile states, 
which are at war, 
are now in acute confrontation on the Korean peninsula, 
the decision said, and went on: 


The reunification of Korea can never be achieved 
with the Republic of Korea which set it as its state policy 
to achieve the ”unification by absorption’ and unification under liberal democracy’. 


It is quite contrary to our national reunification line 
based on one nation, one state and two systems 
which we have adhered to for nearly 80 years. 


It is a serious anachronistic mistake to regard the ROK 
as a partner for reconciliation and reunification any longer 
as it declared the DPRK as a ’principal enemy’ 
and is seeking only an opportunity for ’bringing down the government’ 
and achieving ‘unification by absorption’ 
while keeping the uncontrollable crisis on the Korean peninsula 
in collusion with outside forces, the decision stressed. 


Recognizing the stark historical reality 
and branding the ROK as the state most hostile to the DPRK, 
the Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK decided as follows: 


1. The Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Country, 
the National Economic Cooperation Bureau 
and the Kumgangsan International Tourism Administration, 
tools which existed for north - south dialogue, 
negotiations and cooperation, are abolished 
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2. The Cabinet and relevant organs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
will take practical measures to implement this decision' 


So, what is behind the change in policy towards south Korea? Well although the 
DPRK made sincere and patient efforts for peaceful reunification including holding 
not one but 5 inter - Korean summits including an unprecedented 3 summits in 
2018. Despite all the summits and agreements between the DPRK and south Korea, 
reunification has not been achieved and there has been a cycle of tension being 
relaxed only to be increased again. Based on the experience since 1972 it is an 
inescapable conclusion that peaceful reunification is not possible because two 
systems antagonistic to each other on the Korean peninsula. 


Moreover, the south Korean puppets have never given up on the idea of 
overthrowing the socialist system in the DPRK, basically annexing and colonising 
the DPRK similar to what was done to the old German Democratic Republic in 
1989. In my opinion past inter - Korean projects such as the Kaesong Industrial 
Park and Mt Kumgang Tourist Region were simply a conspiracy to try and spread 
the corrupt capitalist system into the DPRK. 


The new policy of the DPRK is absolutely 100 percent correct. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism and Marxism - Leninism' 


23 


In view of the current idealistic allegations against Juche philosophy and the 
accusations of revisionism against the leadership of the Democratic People' 
Republic of Korea ( DPRK ),which are now increasingly being voiced from the 
communist camp, we feel compelled to explain the relationship between Marxism- 
Leninism ( ML ) and Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism in a generally understandable 
way. The question therefore arises as to whether Juche philosophy, as part of 
Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism, is a materialist worldview that creatively develops ML, 
or whether the accusations that Juche philosophy breaks with the basic principles 
of ML by abandoning the ground of materialism and adopting idealist elements in 
its worldview are justified. If the latter is the case, the effects of idealism in the form 
of revisionism should also be reflected in the policies of the Workers' Party of Korea 
( WPK) and the DPRK government. Finally, the question of the extent to which the 
Juche philosophy is merely an application of Marxism - Leninism to Korean 
conditions, or whether it can also claim universal validity, should be addressed. 


Before we go into the specific accusations on the basis of Dr Cho Hang - Gu's text, 
we would first like to take a stand against the insincere attitude of those who 
express their solidarity with the People's Republic of Korea on the one hand and at 
the same time make accusations of revisionism against its guiding political idea and 
its leaders on the other. If the accusation of revisionism is justified, it is tantamount 
to a demand for a change of government, if it is not, every serious communist has 
an unconditional duty of international solidarity with the DPRK. 


Cho's points of criticism can be summarized briefly as follows: 


1. The accusation of idealism based on the position and answer to the fundamental 
question of philosophy. 


2. The three attributes of man in apparent contradiction to historical materialism. 


3. An absurd criticism of collectivism that would contradict an alleged Marxist 
individualism. 


4. The role of the masses as the subject of history in apparent contradiction to 
historical materialism. 


5. The role of the leader in the revolution and in socialist construction as 
supposedly anti - Marxist. 


I. The accusation of idealism with regard to the fundamental question of 
philosophy 


Philosophical idealism can be defined as follows: 


'Name for all philosophical systems and views 
that declare consciousness ( in whatever form ) to be the primary, the fundamental, 
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the determining factor in relation to matter. 


Idealism is the basic direction of philosophy opposed to materialism, 
which has developed in numerous variations. 


For all types of idealism, answering the fundamental question of philosophy 
in terms of the primacy of consciousness, of the ideal, 
is the common starting point [...] |1] 


Cho accuses Juche philosophy of idealistically answering the fundamental 
question of Marxist-Leninist philosophy about the relationship between matter and 
consciousness, but he cannot provide any proof of this because respected comrade 
General Kim Jong Il clearly writes: 


‘Man is of course also a material being, but not a simple one, 
but the most highly developed, 
a special product of the development of the material world' | 2 | 


and: 
It is already known that the world is made up of matter 
and changes and develops through its movement" | 3 | 


Here, as in many other places, Juche philosophy recognizes the materialist answer 
to the fundamental question of Marxism - Leninism as valid. Since Cho cannot cite 
any quotation that explicitly contradicts this materialist position, he attempts to 
prove an implicit contradiction by answering the new fundamental question raised 
by Juche philosophy. 


The new fundamental question is the position of man in the world and is answered 
by the Juche philosophy by declaring that man is master of everything and decides 
everything. This essentially means that man recognises the world by reshaping it 
and making it his own. Man, thus acts as master over the material world from 
which he originates and of which he is apart. Juche philosophy has thus recognised 
what Marxism - Leninism was unable to recognise due to its historical limitations: 
In the dialectical process between cognition and the transformation of the world, 
which is mediated by consciousness, the human being plays the decisive role. 
However, this does not mean that matter is not recognised as primary, since man is 
understood as a material being and his consciousness as a property of this matter. 


Rather, the importance of man as a social being in the process of transforming the 
world is emphasized, whereas ML, by overemphasizing the objective factor, was 
unable to recognise this central role and position of man in the world. 


The problem that arises here and can lead to a misconception about the essence of 
Juche philosophy lies in the fact that, strictly speaking, man with his subjective 
consciousness is also part of objective reality and thus the subjective factor is only 
a derived one. It will become clearer later that it makes sense to use this derivation, 
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as Lenin did, for example, with the subjective and objective factors of the revolution, 
and why Juche philosophy emphasizes this derived subjective factor in particular. 


II. The three attributes of man in apparent contradiction to historical 
materialism: 


Independence, creativity and consciousness 
are social attributes of human beings 
that emerge and develop socially and historically’ | 4 | 


According to Cho, Juche philosophy returns here to an idealistic view of man when 
it ascribes to him supernatural qualities independent of the concrete historical 
relations of production. 


He justifies this by saying that: ‘Marxism - Leninism does not accept fixed human 
characteristics that have existed over time'| 5 |, shamelessly ignoring the fact that 
Kim Jong Il writes precisely that these attributes are not mystically inherent in 
human beings, but are formed socially and historically, i.e. on the basis of certain 
relations of production. 


Of course, the fact that these characteristics enable people to reshape their 
environment does not detract from the fact that it is still the human being who acts 
as the subject here and not the Hegelian idea, as Cho erroneously claims. 


III. An absurd criticism of collectivism that would contradict an alleged 
Marxist individualism. 


'The old bourgeois society with its classes and class antagonisms 
is replaced by an association in which the free development of each 
is the condition for the free development of all’ | 6 | 


Cho takes this quote as an opportunity to accuse Kim Jong Il of overemphasizing 
the role of the collective in the life of the individual when he claims that individual 
consciousness is determined by social consciousness. Even if Cho does not back 
this up with a quote, it is undoubtedly true that the Juche philosophy is a 
collectivist worldview according to which the individual can only realise himself in 
the collective. 


'Collectivism: theoretical concept and practical attitude 
based on the realisation that the free development of the indwidual 
and the satisfaction of his interests and needs 
is only possible in and with the community, 
and which therefore strives for the voluntary integration 
of the individual into society based on the agreement 
of fundamental social and individual interests |... ].'| 7 | 


The typical ignorance of scientific socialism of a bourgeois ideologue who wants to 
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degrade Marx to an equally bourgeois individualist becomes clear here. Of course, 
the free development of each individual can only be the condition for the free 
development of all when the old bourgeois society with its classes and class 
antagonisms has been completely eliminated and not before. The classless society 
can in turn only be achieved through the democratic dictatorship of the masses, in 
which the interests of the individual are naturally subordinated to those of the 
collective. (cf. also Engels' essay 'On Authority’). 


‘Socialist society is based on collectivism, 
but this does not mean that the interests of the individual should be ignored. 


In a socialist society, not only the interests of the collective are respected, 
but also those of the individual. 


In this social order, the interests of the individual coincide with those of the collective. 
The interests of the collective also include those of the individual. 


Collectivism does not oppose the interests of the individual itself, 
but rather the violation of the interests of the collective 
for the sake of the interests of the individual. 


Collectivism demands that the interests of the collective be prioritised. 


In the socialist society of our country, 
where the Juche ideology is embodied 
and man is regarded as the most valuable being, 
not only the interests of the collective but also those of the individual 
are valued and every person is given maximum care’ | 8 | 


IV. The role of the masses as the subject of history in apparent contradiction 
to historical materialism. 


'As can be seen from Kim Il Sung's statement, 
the masses are the subject of history and the 
driving force of social development | 9 | 


Cho claims that Kim Jong II's statement that the masses are the subject of history 
represents an idealistic view of history. 'For the Juche ideology renounces economic 
determinism, which forms the core of historical materialism’. | 10 |Cho refutes himself 
here when he writes shortly beforehand: 


However, contrary to the criticism of the Juche ideology, 
historical materialism does not ’only’ proceed 
from the standpoint of economic determinism, 
but also from the fact that, 
the masses of the people play a decisive, 
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creative and progress - driving role in history” 


( Erich Hahn et al., Einführung in die marxistisch - leninistische Philosophie, 
Berlin: Dietz, 10th ed., 1988, p. 346) [ 11 ]. 


Firstly, Cho cannot substantiate this accusation of Juche philosophy anywhere, 
and secondly, Marxism either assumes ‘economic determinism’ or it does not. One 
cannot ‘not only assume determinism’. Cho assumes a mechanical determinism in 
Marxism that equates causality with necessity. According to the dialectical 
determinism of Marxism, however, all phenomena are causally determined, but not 
all are necessary. In concrete terms, this means that the superstructure of a society 
is determined in its content by the basis, but is relatively independent in its 
development. 


'The superstructure therefore has an active influence, 
on the overall course of a society's development [...]. 


It follows that the superstructure of socialist society, 
is far more important than in all earlier social formations. 


The elements of the socialist superstructure, 
especially the Marxist - Leninist party, 
the socialist state and the socialist ideology, 
gain such paramount importance, 
because the construction of socialism, 
is a planned, conscious process’ | 12 | 


In the dialectic of base and superstructure, the base is indeed decisive, but as is 
characteristic of dialectical relations, it is never completely determinative. Juche 
philosophy does not deny this decisive role of the economic basis on human society, 
but rather corrects the one - sided emphasis on economic conditions and objective 
factors by the early Marxists. 


The misunderstanding that led to the first point of criticism also becomes clearer 
here. Due to the extremely difficult objective conditions under which the Korean 
people had to carry out the revolution and socialist construction, the Korean 
comrades were forced to pay greater attention to the subjective factor. Thus, Kim II 
Sung and Kim Jong Il were able to discover the great potential of the superstructure 
in its effect on the base and utilize it through the various methods inherent in the 
Juche philosophy and Songun policy, which is evident in the social practice of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea today. 


V. The role of the leader in the revolution and in socialist construction as 
supposedly anti - Marxist: 


Cho is right when he claims that the role of the leader, as characterized by Juche 
philosophy, is not found in this form in the writings of the early Marxists. The 
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important role of the leader in the socialist collective is a principle that could only 
be discovered through the experiences of the Korean revolution, and like other 
characteristics of Juche philosophy ( e.g. that of on - site guidance ), it is a new 
principle that distinguishes it from classical Marxism - Leninism but does not 
contradict its basic principles, since it can be clearly assigned to revolutionary 
theory and thus, does not affect the materialist worldview of Marxism, but is derived 
from it. As in other socialist states, the DPRK follows the principle of democratic 
centralism in democratically electing its leaders, and the principle of the leader in 
the Juche philosophy can be regarded as the most consistent realisation of this 
principle. 


'All state organs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
are formed and operate according to the principle of democratic centralism'| 13 | 


'The organs of power at all levels, 
from the District People's Assembly, to the Supreme People's Assembly, 
shall be elected by universal, 
equal, direct and secret suffrage’ | 14 | 


The role of the leader in the Juche philosophy should therefore not be confused 
with the arbitrary rule of a tyrant. As part and representative of the masses, the 
leader is not only elected by them, but is also accountable to them: 


'The Chairman of the State Affairs Committee 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
is the supreme leader of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea'| 15 | 


The Chairman of the State Affairs Committee 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
shall be responsible and accountable 
to the Supreme People's Assembly for his work'| 16 | 


The supreme organ of power in the DPRK is therefore not the leader, but the 
Supreme People's Assembly with the Committee for State Affairs as the party- 
political centre, whose centre is in turn the leader. Through this consistent 
implementation of democratic centralism, the unanimous unity of leader, party and 
masses can be achieved, turning society into a socio - political organism. 


'Collectivism reaches its culmination in the socio-political organism, 
which consists of the unity of leader, party and masses. 


In this organism, collectivism comes to fruition on the basis of the firm, 
unanimous unity of the party and the masses around the leader, 
who represents the will of the social collective in thought and will, 

in morality and loyalty to duty'| 17 | 


The above should therefore have clearly shown that the arguments accusing 
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Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism of breaking with the basic principles of Marxism - 
Leninism and characterizing it as an idealistic worldview are untenable, so that 
Juche philosophy can be described as a materialist ideology that represents a 
creative development of Marxism - Leninism. 


'Our Party and our people will continue to struggle vigorously 
under the lofty revolutionary banner of Marxism - Leninism 
and Juche ideology to come closer to the bright future of communism '| 18 | 


Despite the logical errors and historical inaccuracies ( e.g. the term Uuche'was not 
only mentioned by Kim Il Sung in 1955, but already at the Kalun Conference on 30 
June 1930) in Cho's diatribe, we have consulted this text because it contains all the 
essential points of criticism from the pseudo - Marxist side, which aim to discredit 
the Juche philosophy and thus, the actually existing socialism in Korea in order to 
deprive it of the international support it deserves as the spearhead in the struggle 
against global imperialism led by the USA. Since this smear campaign against the 
DPRK has not only been used by the bourgeois left, but has also infiltrated the 
international communist movement, we see it as our task to continue to fight 
tirelessly against further theoretical attacks from this direction, however untenable 
they may be. 


The extent to which Juche philosophy is a worldview with universal validity will be 
discussed in detail in a separate article, but here we would like to express our 
conviction that Juche philosophy is far more than a mere application of Marxism- 
Leninism to Korean conditions. In view of the social practice in the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea as a society without exploitation, unemployment and 
homelessness, without taxes and private property, with free higher education, 
health care, rent-free housing, and finally a society that ensures a truly meaningful 
existence for the individual in the socialist collective, we consider Juche philosophy 
to be the greatest idea in the history of human thought and the socialism it makes 
possible to be a model of human coexistence, as the distinguished comrade Dr 
Dermot Hudson once formulated, which anticipates the future of the history of 
human development. 


We therefore call on every communist and progressive - minded person to 
unconditionally defend the achievements of socialism in Korea against the 
machinations of US imperialism, its vassals and henchmen. 
Defend People’s Korea! 
Long live Juche! 
Long live our leader Marshal Kim Jong Un! 


Manse! 


Footnotes: 
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( Korean Friendship Association Germany 
[ article edited by Dr Dermot Hudson and Alan Bolon ] ) 


‘Reply to A Student' 
I am answering your questions which seem very hostile. 


There is no tyranny in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ) or as I 
prefer to call it People's Korea or Socialist Korea or Juche Korea. 


In the DPRK there is the people - centred socialist system under which people 
enjoy free health care, free housing, free education, the right to work, low cost 
public transport. Everyone is supplied with food at low cost by the state and there 
is even free uniforms and school bags for kids and also free holidays for workers. 
The government is elected and people exercises power through the Supreme 
People's Assembly and people's assemblies at all levels. 


After the supreme leader passes away the Party and the people of the DPRK will 
decide on a new leader but I cannot speculate on who this will be. 


If by ‘radical change' you mean the overthrow of the socialist system and the 
restoration of capitalism, that will never happen. The Korean people love the 
socialist system and value it with their own lives. 
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I would recommend my book Travels in the Land of Juche Korea" 


Dermot Hudson ' Travels In The Land Of Juche Korea' : Free Download, Borrow 
and Streaming : Internet Archive 


Also, In Defence Of Juche Korea" 
In Defense Of Juche Korea : Dermot Hudson : Free Download, Borrow, and 


Streaming : Internet Archive 


My author spot on lulu.com: 
juche007 - Books and Publications Spotlight | Lulu 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer 'PKT', 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


KFA im UK ACTIVITIES 
STATEMENTS & NEWS 


Report of Korean Friendship Association UK Online Meeting, 
for the 'Day of the Shining Star' and 76th anniversary, 
of the foundation of the Korean People's Army, 
3rd of February 2024 


The Korean Friendship Association of the UK ( KFA UK ) together with the British 
Group for the Study of the Juche Idea and Association for the Study of Songun 
Politics UK held an online meeting on the 3rd of February at 1830 hours for the 
82nd anniversary of the birth of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL and the 
76th anniversary of the foundation of the Korean People’s Army. The meeting was 
held via Skype and attracted the participation of KFA UK members and members of 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea from London, West of England, 
Staffordshire, Scotland, Oxfordshire and Yorkshire. The meeting was also joined by 
international participants from KFA Germany, KFA Greece and the People’s Korea 
Initiative of Poland. 


Dr Hudson the Chairman of KFA UK and Chairman of the British Group for the 
Study of the Juche Idea said that the 82nd anniversary of the birth of the great 
leader comrade KIM JONG IL is celebrated as the Day of the Shining Star. 


A message from comrade Lucas Rubio, chairman of the Brazilian Centre for 
Songun Politics was read out which said in part: 
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When we talk about the Korean People's Army, 
we remember the leadership of comrade Kim Jong Il, 
who was born 82 years ago. 


He was one of the main builders, 
theoreticians and modernizers of the KPA 
and the most important coordinator 
of the transition to the nuclear age of the DPRK: in the 1990s, 
he invested in an audacious nuclear program 
that was capable of giving the KPA the atomic bomb that, 
importantly remember, - serves to repel war, not create it! 


In addition to being a great leader in military affairs 
and implementer of the Songun Policy, 
comrade Kim Jong Il was an intelligent and very honourable political leader 
who never gave up on socialism, 
never proposed ’reforms’ and did not act like a Korean Gorbachev’ 


The DPRK embassy in London sent greetings to the meeting and sent a short 
paper titled: ‘Consistent Principle and Resolute Policy Switchover' which explained in 
detail the new stand of the DPRK towards south Korea as put forward at the 9th 
Plenum of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea, the paper 
stated in its conclusion that: 


'The DPRK regards that it is a mistake 
that should no longer be repeated to treat those, 
who are seeking ’collapse of the government in the north’ 
and unification by absorption’, 
as the counterpart of reconciliation and reunification. 


Proceeding from this, the plenary meeting recognized 
that the north - south relations were completely fixed 
as those between the two hostile states, 
between the two belligerent states, 
not as those between compatriots or those of a homogeneous nation. 


Kim Jong Un declared that the nuclear deterrent of the DPRK 
would move over to crucial actions without hesitation 
if the US and south Korea attempted military confrontation at long last" 


Dr Hudson in his presentation about on the 82nd anniversary of the birth of the 
great leader comrade KIM JONG IL said that: 


'It is actually quite fitting that 
we should celebrate the birth of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
whose whole life was dedicated to the defence of the independence of the DPRK 
and to building socialism' 
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He concluded that: 


Independence, Juche and socialism which the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
consistently defended throughout his life are also the great legacy 
that he was bequeathed which ts carried, 
defended and advanced today by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN 
who ts leading the Korean people to build a socialist paradise 
and surmounting all obstacles. 


Thus, we remember comrade KIM JONG IL as a great defender of independence 
and socialism on the occasion of the 82nd anniversary of his birth, February 16th' 


The secretary general of the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea and 
Chairman of Staffordshire KFA UK made a short presentation which stressed the 
achievements of comrade KIM JONG IL in developing the Juche idea. The speaker 
called for more study of the works of comrade KIM JONG IL and the Juche 
philosophy. 


A representative of KFA Greece made a short speech and gave the greetings of KFA 
Greece Official Delegate Konstantin Krystallis to the meeting. 


Comrade Alan Bolon, KFA UK Organisation Secretary and head of the KFA UK 
West of England read out the historic speech of President Kim Il Sung ‘On the 
Occasion of the Founding of the Korean People's Army' which was made on the 8th of 
February 1948 to the review of the Korean People’s Army. The work stressed that 
the Korean People’s Army is totally different from the armies of capitalist countries 
and inherited the revolutionary traditions of the anti - Japanese armed struggle as 
well the need for People’s Korea to have its own armed forces. 


Referring to the 76th anniversary of the foundation of the KPA Dr Hudson said 
that the KPA is the '... a true army of the people which takes care of their lives as 
well as being the stout - hearted and trusty defender, the sword and shield, of the 
Juche - based socialist system which guarantees the lives and happiness of the 
Korean people’. 


A message to respected Marshal KIM JONG UN was adopted. 


The video clip ‘Kim Jong Il as Film and Opera Director' from 'The Brilliant History of 
Great Leadership' was shown along with the short documentary 'Parade to Mark 
70th anniversary of the foundation of the Korean People's Army' and the short film 
Inheritance 'was shown. 


The meeting concluded 2030 with some participants waving DPRK flags ! 


( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 
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Korean Friendship Association UK, 
support Palestinian struggle for liberation 


Pa 


Korean Friendship Association UK, had a contingent on the Palestine March 3rd 
of February 2024 in London UK. 


We had a DPRK flag and small KFA UK banner. 


Many leaflets were given out 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 
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Message from the Brazilian Centre for the Study of Songun Politics, 
to the Korean Friendship Association UK, 
and British Group of the Study Juche Idea, 
online meeting on the 03.02.2024 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3rd February 2024 


Dear Comrade Dermot Hudson, 
First of all, I would like to congratulate you, 
on behalf of the entire Brazilian Center for the Study of Songun Politics, 
on your re - election as chairman of KFA UK, 
at the head of which you play a prominent role, 
worldwide in defense of People's Korea and the Korean Revolution. 


Dear comrades and friends of Socialist Korea, 
From Brazil we salute this important event in a significant month, 
for the history of Korea: 
the month of formalization of the glorious Korean People's Army, 
and the month of birth of comrade Kim Jong Il. 


The position of great global power that the Korean People's Army, 
has achieved in recent years is a reflection of its long history, 
of fighting for Korean independence. 


The KPA is the army of the masses organized by the genius leader, 
comrade Kim Il Sung with the best sons and daughters of Korea. 


The KPA not only beat Japan in 1945 but also beat the USA in 1953, 
although in the West we are not yet ready to understand, 
that it was in fact a great popular victory, 
that kept standing the entire DPRK and its territory. 


The KPA over the decades until modern times, 
built a remarkable nuclear defense power of a very high technological level, 
based on its own forces, not depending on foreign suppliers. 


Have you noticed that in Brazil or the United Kingdom, 
our armed forces depend on technologies in sensitive and confidential areas, 
that are provided by private companies, 
( often based in other countries! )? 


This is a catastrophic scenario that does not happen in People’s Korea: 
there the people own their own technologies, 
which serve solely to defend socialism. 


When we talk about the Korean People's Army, 
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we remember the leadership of comrade Kim Jong Il, 
who was born 82 years ago. 


He was one of the main builders, 
theoreticians and modernizers of the KPA, 
and the most important coordinator of the transition to the nuclear age of the DPRK: 
in the 1990s, he invested in an audacious nuclear program, 
that was capable of giving the KPA the atomic bomb that, 
importantly remember, - serves to repel war, not create it! 


In addition to being a great leader in military affairs, 
and implementer of the Songun Policy, 
comrade Kim Jong Il was an intelligent and very honourable political leader, 
who never gave up on socialism, never proposed 'reforms' 
and did not act like a Korean Gorbachev. 


Personalities like him are missed in our revolutionary parties in Brazil, 
and the United Kingdom, aren't they? 


I sincerely hope that this meeting will be successful, 
in remembering these important dates and in discussing how the Korean Revolution, 
its institutions and leadership can serve as an inspiration for our dear people, 
to build their Socialist Revolutions based on their own characteristics. 


My best wishes to all of you, 
Lucas Rubio M. da Silva 
Chairman of the Brazilian Center for the Study of Songun Politics 


( Lucas Rubio M. da Silva, 
Chairman of the Brazilian Center for the Study of Songun Politics ) 
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Report of 13+ Korean Friendship Association UK, 
film night 29th of January 2024 


KFA UK J. y 2024 Film Night 
KU | 
W rozmor 9 | 19:14 


wie: 629 |1 


KFA-BUL.. & 


Korean Friendship Association UK held its first film night of 2024 or Juche 113 and 
the thirteenth in a row. It was held on Skype at 1830 hours on the 29th of January. 
Attending were KFA UK members from London, West of England and Oxfordshire as 
well as KFA Germany and friends from Turkey. 


The film 'Wolmi Island' was shown. This was a graphic and dramatic depiction of 
the struggle of a small artillery unit of the Korean People's Army which in 
September 1950 held back a huge US imperialist invasion force of over a 1,000 
ships and 50,000 troops. It was a true miracle that demonstrated the sheer heroism 
of the KPA as well the patriotism and self - sacrifice of the KPA Soldiers. The film 
contained many profound films such as the need to defend the happy lives of the 
Korean people under the people's democratic system. 


The film had wonderful music such as T know it now’ ( presented in this issue of 
the ‘People's Korea Today'in the section Poem of the Month'), and the famous ‘Song 
of the West Coast Artillery". 


Participants commented: '... i love the determination of the characters ... they really 
love their country and i also loved the commander how he do not care about bombs 
falling, and show no reaction because he stands his ground when something 
exploded ...". 


The film night concluded at 20.30 hours 
( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


Report of Korean Friendship Association UK, 
Online Annual General Meeting held 24th of January 2024 


The Annual General Meeting of the Korean Friendship Association of the UK 
(KFA UK ) was held on the 24th of January at 1900 via Skype. 


It was participated in by KFA UK members from London, West of England, 
Liverpool, Staffordshire, Scotland and other regions of the UK. Attending as 
observers were members of KFA Germany including the chairman of KFA Germany. 


The meeting started with the hymn of the Korean Friendship Association The Song 
of National Defence’. A short message from the President of the Korean Friendship 
Association comrade Alejandro Cao De Benos was read out and the chairman of 
KFA Germany also made a short address to the meeting. 


Dr Dermot Hudson, Chairman of KFA UK introduced the meeting stressing the 
importance of the meeting as it will chart the way ahead for KFA UK in the coming 
year. 


In his report Dr Hudson said that: 


‘During the past year which saw the 75th anniversary, 
of the foundation of the Korean People’s Army, 
as the regular revolutionary armed force of the DPRK, 
the 70th anniversary of the victory in the great Fatherland Liberation War, 
and the 75th anniversary of the foundation, 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in September. 


KFA UK played its part in these celebrations. 


Firstly , KFA UK contributed a seminar paper, 
to the KFA International Online Seminar, 
on the 75th anniversary of the foundation of the Korean People’s Army, 
secondly, we sent a seminar paper to the KFA International Seminar in July, 
for the 70th anniversary of the victory of the Korean people, 

in the great Fatherland Liberation War against the US imperialist aggressors, 

and in September KFA UK hosted the European Regional Seminar, 

for Friendship, Solidarity and Exchange for the 75th anniversary, 

of the foundation of the DPRK which involved both a hybrid event, 
in the Marchmont Centre, London and an online meeting over two weekends' 


Dr Hudson said that in the coming year KFA UK must be more energetic and 


proactive and called for the stepping up of activities against south Korea and the US 
as well marking important anniversaries of the DPRK . 
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In his report comrade Alan Bolon KFA UK Organisation Secretary said that: 


'Last year, we successfully conducted many protests and seminars, 
both online and in person. 


New forms of activity have developed, which, in my opinion, 
has had a positive impact on the development of KFA UK, 
and the increase in the profile of the organization, 
in its professional style of work and activity" 


Dr Hudson was re - elected as KFA UK Chairman and comrade Alan Bolon was 
re - elected Organisation Secretary of the KFA UK for another year. 


Reports from Regional branches in the West of England, Scotland and 
Staffordshire were heard and also the financial report of KFA UK. 


An award of ‘Outstanding Merit' was awarded to the Chairman of KFA Scotland. 


A proposal to organise a European wide Regional Forum in late June or early July 
wasapproved. 


Discussions were held on the way forward for KFA UK and many new suggestions 
were made. It was also proposed to discuss at a later date ideas of how to engage 
with other organisations whilst preserving the independence, autonomy and 
integrity of KFA UK, 


The meeting concluded at 21.30 Hours 


( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
in support of the press statement spokesman, 
for the Ministry of National Defence, 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK), 
made on the 19th of January 


The Ministry of National Defence of the DPRK issued a press statement in 
connection with the aggressive war exercises being carried out by the US 
imperialists, the south Korean puppets and Japan. These three countries staged 
exercises from January 15th off the waters of Jeju Island, south Korea which 
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involved the U.S. nuclear carrier Carl Vinson and Aegis cruiser Princeton and 
warships of the Japanese maritime ‘Self - Defense Force' and the south Korean 
puppet navy. These followed on from similar exercises in December 2023. Such 
exercises are an intolerable challenge to the sovereignty and dignity of People's 
Korea. 


In the press statement the DPRK Ministry of National Defence announced that in 
order to counter the aggressive moves of the US imperialists and south Korean 


puppets: 
the Underwater Weapon System Institute, 
under the DPRK Academy of Defence Science, 
conducted an important test, 
of its underwater nuclear weapon system ”Haeil - 5-23” 
under development in the East Sea of Korea' 


This was a just self - defensive measure of the DPRK. The DPRK is further 
perfecting its underwater nuke - based weaponry. 


We strongly denounce the US imperialists, the ROK puppets and the Japanese 
militarists for aggravating tensions on the Korean peninsula and threatening the 
DPRK. We support the excellent self - defensive measures of the DPRK. 


Long Live People's Korea! 


US imperialism and south Korean puppets hands off the DPRK! 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 20th of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued a joint statement, 
in support of the press statement spokesman, 
for the DPRK Foreign Ministry, 
issued on the 20th of January 


Once again the UN Security Council ( UNSC ) called a closed meeting to discuss 
the DPRK's test fire of a hypersonic missile. As the DPRK Foreign Ministry 
statement points out, this is a matter related to the sovereignty of the DPRK which 
no one should interfere in. At the same time as calling the UNSC closed meeting the 
US dispatched a nuclear carrier task force to Korean waters to threaten and 
intimidate the DPRK. 


The DPRK Foreign Ministry characterises the action of the UNSC and US as: 
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'A wanton violation of the sovereignty of the DPRK, 
an unpardonable provocation and an irresponsible act 
of deliberately escalating the critical situation on the Korean peninsula’ 


The UNSC has shown typical double standards by failing to vote for a ceasefire in 


Gaza but instead interfering in the just and independent right of the DPRK for self - 
defence. 


If the UNSC really cares about peace and security it should condemn the actions 
of the US and Israel. The UNSC is just a total puppet of the US. 


The DPRK Foreign Ministry declares that: 


'The Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
will never tolerate the abnormal repeated practice of the UNSC 
which illegally brands the efforts for bolstering up its own capabilities 
to be certainly necessary for defending itself as an illegal one 
but will firmly safeguard its sovereign right and legitimate interests 
through stronger and more obvious action choice' 


We support the standpoint of the DPRK to further bolster its defence capabilities 
in order to combat the UNSC! 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 22nd of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued a joint statement, 
in support of the policy speech, 
of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN titled: 
'On the Immediate Tasks for the Prosperity and Development 
of Our Republic and the Promotion 
of the Wellbeing of Our People’, 
to the 10th Session of the 14th Supreme People's Assembly ( SPA ), 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ), 
on January 15 and also the recent measures, 
taken by the DPRK in regard to inter - Korean affairs 


Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, the general secretary of the Workers Party of 
Korea and President of State Affairs of the DPRK made a policy speech titled: 'On the 
Immediate Tasks for the Prosperity and Development of Our Republic and the 
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Promotion of the Wellbeing of Our People' which followed on from the historic 9th 
Plenum of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea and was 
basically focussed on implementing the decisions of the 9th Plenum including the 
stance in regard to the issue of reunification and inter - Korean relations. 


Because respected Marshal KIM JONG UN is a true people's leader and the DPRK 
government and Workers Party of Korea purse people - oriented policies, the central 
core of the speech was about improving living standards. In the speech Marshal 
KIM JONG UN put forward many tasks to improve the standard of living of the 
people and also to develop the work of education and the health service. 


An ambitious project to create a canal linking the West and East Seas of Korea. 
Such a project is truly laudable project which will boost socialist construction 
greatly. 


Significantly respected Marshal KIM JONG UN called for the building of more 
homes both in the cities and rural areas. He also identified the issue of an apparent 
imbalance between regions and put forward concrete proposals to develop regional 
industry and improve the life of people in different regions of the DPRK. He also 
stressed that grain production should be increased and science should be further 
developed. 


Turning to the issue of the ongoing confrontation with the US imperialists and 
their vassals respected Marshal KIM JONG UN noted that: 


'The frequent remarks made by the U.S. authorities about the ’end of our regime’, 
vast nuclear strategic assets constantly stationed in the peripheral area of the DPRK, 
ceaseless war exercises with its followers staged on the largest scale, 
the military nexus between Japan and the Republic of Korea 
boosted at the instigation of the U.S., etc., 
are seriously threatening the security of our state moment by moment" 


Marshal KIM JONG UN called for the work of national defence to be strengthened 
and for the Korean People's Army to be prepared for war saying that: 


'We do not want war, 
but we also have no intention of avoiding it' 


The question of implementing the new lines and policies with regard to inter - 
Korean affairs was addressed by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN. In the policy 
speech Marshal KIM JONG UN said that the reality is that two states now exist on 
the Korean peninsula and that reconciliation with the south Korean puppets is 
impossible. This being the case Marshal KIM JONG UN said that the DPRK 
Constitution should be revised and that the borders of the DPRK towards the south 
should be clearly defined and the illegal ‘northern limit line' of the south Korean 
puppets. South Korea is now defined as a hostile state and No 1 enemy of the 
DPRK. 
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We believe this to be correct. All the inter - Korean agreements have failed and the 
south Korean puppets only wanted to overthrow the socialist system of the DPRK, 
at regime change and ‘unification by absorption’. In our opinion past inter - Korean 
projects such as the Kaesong Industrial Park and Mt Kumgang Tourist Region were 
simply a conspiracy to try and spread the corrupt capitalist system into the DPRK. 


The railways between the DPRK and south Korea are to be permanently cut and 
also the eyesore ‘Monument to the Three Charters for National Reunification’ is to be 
removed. We support and applaud these correct measures. 


The policy speech of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN titled: 'On the Immediate 
Tasks for the Prosperity and Development of Our Republic and the Promotion of the 
Wellbeing of Our People’ is a brilliant speech which lays down correct guidelines for 
the development of a powerful independent socialist state. We think the policy 
speech deserves support and wider study. 


Long live People's Korea! 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 17th of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued a joint statement, 
on the 56th anniversary of the capture, 
of the US imperialist armed spy ship the 'USS Pueblo’, 
by the heroic Korean People's Army Navy 


The captured ship is a symbol of victory in the anti - US, anti - imperialist 
struggle. The 'Pueblo' is now on display at the Fatherland Liberation War Museum 
of the DPRK in Pyongyang. It forms the central part of the display of captured 
enemy weapons. It is the only US warship to be in the hands of an adversary of the 
US. The ship had remained in Wonsan for many years and then in 1998 was taken 
to the River Taedong in Pyongyang and moored at the site where the USS General 
Sherman was sunk by Korean patriots led by Kim Ung U the grandfather of the 
great revolutionary leader President Kim Il Sung. In 2013 it was moved to the 
reconstructed and expanded Fatherland Liberation War Museum on the River 
Potong. 


Delegations of the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, the Korean 
Friendship Association of the UK and the Association for the Study of Songun 
Politics UK have visited the Pueblo' many times. The 'Pueblo' is a graphic and 
substantial demonstration of US imperialism's crimes against the Korean people 
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but at the same time, it shows the vulnerability of the US and its inevitable defeat. 


The 'Pueblo' was captured 7 miles off Wonsan on the east coast of the DPRK on the 
23rd of January 1968. Its crew were armed and so was the ship, as it had a 
machine gun mounted at the stern. A small group of KPA sailors managed to 
overpower over 80 US personnel and capture them. 


The US imperialists arrogantly demanded that the DPRK hand back both the ship 
and the crew, threatening to bomb the DPRK. The great leader President Kim Il 
Sung stood firm saying the DPRK would match all - out war for all - out war and 
that the only thing the US would get out of it was corpses and death. The modern 
revisionists, traitors and capitulationists who were the agents of imperialism, had 
also suggested the DPRK hand back the ship and its crew but the DPRK stood firm 
and the 'USS Pueblo’ is still in Pyongyang some 50 years after being captured. 


The ‘Pueblo’ is a living testimony to the bankruptcy of the US hostile policy 
towards the DPRK. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 17th of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 
Resolution of the Online Meeting, 
of Korean Friendship Association UK, 
and the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
in support of the 9th Plenum of the Central Committee, 
of the Workers Party of Korea 


We hail the successful holding of the 9th Plenary Meeting, 
of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea. 


We strongly support the decisions made and conclusions, 
reached believing that those are precious guidelines, 
for building Juche - oriented socialism, 
and winning victory over US imperialism. 


The decisions of the 9th Plenary meeting will surely be implemented. 
We support the policies of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
advanced at the 9th Plenum of the 8th Central Committee, 


of the Workers Party of Korea in relation to south Korea, 
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which ts in reality the southern half of the DPRK, 
which ts illegally occupied by the US imperialists. 


We support any potential military action of the DPRK against south Korea. 
Led by respected Marshal KIM JONG UN, the WPK and DPRK are unstoppable! 


Final victory will be the destiny of the Korean people. 


15th of January 2024 (Juche 113 ) 


( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


Report of Korean Friendship Association UK, 
Online Meeting About the 9th Plenum, 
of the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea, 
and the statement of comrade Kim Yo Jong, 
held 15th of January 2024 


The Korean Friendship Association of the UK ( KFA UK ) and the British Group 
for the Study of the Juche Idea held an online meeting on 15.01.2024, at 1830 
hours via Skype, to discuss the historic 9th Plenum of the 8th Central Committee of 
the Workers Party of Korea and the statement titled: New Year message to the 
president of the Republic of Korea’ of vice - department director comrade Kim Yo 
Jong. Attending the meeting were members of KFA UK and the British Group for the 
Study of the Juche Idea from London, West of England, Staffordshire, Wales and 
Yorkshire. The meeting was joined also by KFA Germany, KFA Andalusia ( Spain ), 
the Juche Idea Study Group of Valencia and the People’s Korea Initiative of Poland. 


Opening the meeting Dr Dermot Hudson Chairman of KFA UK and Chairman of 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea said: T think it is very important to 
hold this online meeting because, firstly because, there the decisions and 
deliberations of the 9th Plenum of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of 
Korea are of great importance because they chart the path towards the future’. 


Comrade Alan Bolon KFA UK Organisation Secretary and head of KFA UK West of 
England in his contribution explained that: ‘Attention was paid to the comprehensive 
development of social housing construction and reference was made to the proud 
successes achieved in the field of culture, including: science, education, public health 
and sports ...' 


'... The proceedings of the Central Committee were prepared in a highly socialised 
manner, with widespread direct participation of basic party organizations. The 
discussion on all issues raised by the C.C. of the WPK resulted in many valuable 
opinions, conclusions and proposals for improving the party's work. It has proven how 
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huge, not always fully exploited, potential has WPK in their members ...' 


Dr Hudson in his contribution said at the 9th plenum startling results in socialist 
construction in the DPRK were made. Now the DPRK’s economy is growing faster 
than that of south Korea and the UK. 


Addressing the issue of inter - Korean relations Dr Hudson praised the correct 
stand of the WPK and DPRK. He pointed that past south Korean puppet regimes 
had tried to restore capitalism in the DPRK saying that: 'Worse still such regimes 
tried to use inter - Korean exchange and dialogue as a means to infiltrate capitalism 
into the DPRK and restore capitalism. It is indeed fortuitous that the DPRK 
nationalised the Kaesong Industrial Park once south Korea pulled out of tt’. 


In conclusion Dr Hudson said: 'To conclude, the 9th Plenum of the Central 
Committee of the Workers Party of Korea has laid down the correct lines and policies 
for the coming year and for the victory of socialism and communism. May we see the 
flag of the DPRK again fluttering over Seoul!" 


Questions and discussion followed. 


Referring to the statement titled: New Year message to the president of the 
Republic of Korea' of comrade Kim Yo Jong vice department director of the Central 
Committee of the Workers party, Dr Hudson said that the statement provided an 
absolutely correct analysis of the situation and amplified the decisions of the 9th 
Plenum of the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea. 


A resolution was adopted and also a letter to respected Marshal KIM JONG UN. 


A short documentary clip of rallies in support of the plenum was shown and also 
the music video 'Let Us Uphold the Red Flag. 


The meeting concluded at 20.15 hours. 


( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 
Report of Korean Friendship Association UK, 
and the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
4th Joint Songun - Juche Q and A Study Session, 
held 9th of January 2024 


On Tuesday 9th of January 2024 at 1830 hours the Korean Friendship 
Association of the UK ( KFA UK ) and the British Group for the Study of the Juche 
Idea held its 4th Joint Songun - Juche Q and A and study session via Skype. 
Participating were officials and members of KFA UK and the British Group for the 
Study of the Juche Idea from London, West of England and Scotland as well as 
members of KFA Andalusia, KFA Spain, the Valencia Juche Idea Study Group, KFA 
Germany and the People’s Korea Initiative of Poland . 
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Introducing the meeting Dr Dermot Hudson, Chairman of KFA UK and the British 
Group for the Study of the Juche Idea said that many questions had been received 
and that they would try to answer them all. 


KFA Germany raised the following question: 'What ts the difference between Juche- 
Philosophy and Marxism - Leninism? We received some very mean accusations from 
the Communist Party of Germany, that Juche would be an idealistic Philosophy that 
breaks with the core principles of ML. 


Comrade Alan Bolon, KFA UK Organisation Secretary, head of KFA UK West of 
England and editor of People's Korea Today' in his response to the question said 
that: '... Juche philosophy takes as its starting point the recognition of a dialectical - 
materialistic worldview. This does not mean, however, that Juche philosophy simply 
inherited and developed the materialist dialectics, but it does mean that it starts from 
the assumptions of the materialist Marxist's dialectics and has nothing in its content 
inconsistent with the materialist dialectics. There is no contradiction with Marxism - 
Leninism. So, all accusations of idealism and incompatibility with dialectical 
materialism are only the invention of those who either do not understand Juche 
philosophy or do not want to learn it and rigidly stick to the Marxism - Leninism as a 
dogma from the era of the October Revolution and the USSR, not wanting to see that 
since then Marxist's thought has developed retaining its original features but also 
enriching it with new experiences in the international struggle of the communist 
movement ...' 


Dr Hudson in his answer to the question said that the work of comrade KIM JONG 
IL titled: 'The Juche Philosophy is an Original Revolutionary Philosophy' which was 
published in 1996 should be studied by those who doubt the relationship between 
Marxism - Leninism and the Juche idea. 


Hudson explained that: '... I would like to use this analogy to explain the difference 
between Marxism - Leninism and Juche, think of building a house, Marxism - 
Leninism is about the ground that the house will stand and the materials used for its 
construction, but Juche is about those who will actually build the house ...' 


Dr Hudson also answered questions about the Taean Work System and the 
Chongsan Ri Method. He said that: 'The Taean work system was a new socialist 
style of economic management. Enterprises in the DPRK are managed collectively by 
the party committee. The old system of one-man management Priority is given to 
political work. It was thanks to this system that the DPRK avoided the shortcomings 
and pitfalls of some other socialist countries. The Taean work system stands out as 
an example of worker's control and participation. The Taean work system together 
with the system of unified and detailed planning and the independent national 
economy constitute a textbook for running a socialist economy ...' 


He also pointed out that the Chongsanri Method was an application of the Juche 
Idea. 
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Answering a question from KFA Germany about certain traitors to the DPRK, Dr 
Hudson said that they were all corrupt and degenerate elements: both Hwang Jang 
Yop and Jang Song Thaek stole huge sums of money. 


Questions were also raised about the people’s neighbourhood units in the DPRK, 
about the attitude and policy towards domestic pets in the DPRK, about how 
decisions at the workplace are made, about studying Chondoism, about Zhonghan 
suits, geographical units of measurement and DPRK - US relations. 


After the answers were read out discussion continued with additional questions 
being asked and answered. 


Dr Hudson read out passages from the booklets: 'Questions and Answers on the 
Songun Idea' and Juche Idea - answers to a Hundred Questions’ . 


The session concluded at 20.20 hours GMT. 


( Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
on the occasion of the 65th anniversary, 
of the foundation of the Worker - Peasant Red Guard 


It was on the 14th of January 1959 that the great leader comrade Kim Il Sung 
founded the Worker - Peasant Red Guards, a self - defensive volunteer militia force. 
The Worker - Peasant Red Guards inherited the tradition of the anti - Japanese armed 
struggle. It is an embodiment of the idea of the all - people in - depth defence system. 
The WPRG are organised at factories, industrial enterprises, farms and localities. The 
WPRG is the militant armed force of the people's democratic dictatorship and basically 
armed proletarians. 


The working people of the DPRK are very aware of the truth that they themselves 
should defend their Republic, the cradle of happiness and Juche paradise, with arms 
in their hands, the Korean people grasped the idea of arms and Juche - oriented 
method of war of the Workers' Party of Korea and trained themselves to acquire 
marksmanship of never missing the target, though they found their days so full with 
production and construction, holding aloft the militant slogan: 'Rifle in one hand and 
hammer or sickle in the other!' 


Throughout its history, the Worker - Peasant Red Guards have smashed at every step 
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the US imperialists reckless moves to unleash a new war and laid a solid foundation 
for the building of a prosperous and powerful nation in the flames of creation and 
innovation in revolutionary soldier spirit, standing side by side with the People's Army 
for the defence of independence and socialism. In September 2023 the Worker - 
Peasant Red Guard staged a parade for the 75th anniversary of the foundation of the 
DPRK which showed both the strength of the Worker - Peasant Red Guard and its 
modern weaponry. 


The great leader generalissimo Kim Il Sung and the great leader generalissimo Kim 
Jong Il paid great attention to building up the Worker - Peasant Red Guard into a 
powerful revolutionary militia force. Now the people's defence forces of Korea are giving 
fuller scope to the might of the DPRK as a military power. The Worker - Peasant Red 
Guard of the DPRK is a fine example of an anti - imperialist popular militia force and a 
revolutionary proletarian fighting force which is an inspiration to the revolutionary 
peoples of the world. 


Today the Worker - Peasant Red Guards, under the command of respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un, an ever-victorious iron - willed brilliant commander, stand ready to 
defend their homes and workplaces from US imperialist attack thereby contributing to 
peace and security on the Korean peninsula. 


We salute the heroic men and women of the Worker - Peasant Red Guard of the 


DPRK! 
( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 10th of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
in support of the statement issued by comrade Kim Yo Jong, 
vice department director of the Central Committee ( CC), 
of the Workers Party of Korea ( WPK ), 
which was titled: "Misjudgment’, 
conjecture, obstinacy and arrogance, 
will invite irretrievable misfortune 


The south Korean fascist puppets had foolishly and falsely claimed that the Korean 
People's Army ( KPA ) of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ), had fired 
60 shells in the West Sea of Korea on the 6th of January and they talked about 
counter - action' and ‘retaliation’. 


However, it was a blatant lie to fool both the people of south Korea and the 
international community. As clarified by comrade Kim Yo Jong: 'The KPA did not fire 


even a single shell into the relevant waters’. In fact, what really happened was the KPA 
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simulated shelling by exploding blasting powder in order to see the reaction of the 
south Korean puppets. Now the south Korean puppets are exposed to the whole world 
for being the dirty dishonest liars that they are. Comrade Kim Yo Jong rightly brands 
the south Korean puppets as ‘military gangsters’. 


In the past the jittery south Korean puppets indulged in massive idiocy such as 
mistaking a flock of birds for planes and sent aloft fighter aircraft to intercept it. They 
also thought that a toilet door was a drone from the DPRK. You could not make up 
such stupidity! 


Comrade Kim Yo Jong sternly warns the south Korean fascist puppet as follows: 


I make myself clear once again, 
that the safety catch of trigger of the KPA, 
had already been slipped. 


As already declared, the KPA will launch an immediate military strike 
if the enemy makes even a slight provocation' 


The south Korean puppets instead consider the safety of the overcrowded south 
Korean puppet capital Seoul. 


We denounce the south Korean puppets for their outrageous lying! We support the 
just stand of the DPRK to defend itself against the war moves of the south Korean 
puppets. We hope to see the day when south Korea is liberated and a new people's 
regime established in south Korea. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 9th of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
in support of the report of the General Staff, 
of the Korean People's Army ( KPA ) on the 5th of January 


Wild rumours were spread by the south Korean puppet media concerning the 
situation in the West Sea of Korea. These rumours were basically false but were 
copied by the mainstream media in Western countries. The General Staff of the KPA 
issued a report on the 5th of January which clarified the situation and refuted the 
misinformation being spread by the south Korean puppets and the imperialist 
mainstream media. 


The south Korean fascist puppets had falsely claimed the KPA had shelled 
Yongphyong Island. However as stated by the report of the KPA General Staff: 


51 


‘On the ratification of the General Staff of the KPA, 
units and sub - units in charge of the south western coastal defence 
under the 4th Corps of the KPA staged a naval live - shell firing drill 
into five districts with 192 shells by mobilizing 47 cannons of various calibers 
of 13 companies and 1 platoon force from 09:00 to 11:00 on January 5. 


The claim of the military gangsters of the Republic of Korea 
that the KPA fired naval artillery shells into the waters north of Paekryong Island 
and Yonphyong Island, and so - called buffer zone in the West Sea of Korea, 
is a far - fetched assertion to mislead the public opinion, 
and their evacuation and firing in return are also a trite method 
to throw the responsibility for the escalating tension on the KPA's drill 


The live fire drills staged by the KPA were merely a legitimate response to the 
provocative exercises carried out by south Korea and the US from the beginning of 
the New Year. The Western media do not mention these nor do they mention the 
occupation of south Korea by US troops or the stationing by the US of nuclear 
strategic assets. 


The KPA General Staff conclude their report by stating that they will take strong 
counter - action should the south Korean puppets act foolishly. Moreover, the south 
Korean puppets are no longer considered part of the same nation. 


We say that People's Korea has the right to defence and retaliation against the 

south Korean puppets and US imperialists. Progressive people should defend 
People's Korea against the hostile provocations of the south Korean puppet 
comprador regime and the US imperialists! 


Down with the south Korean puppet regime ! 


Defend People's Korea ! 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 6th of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
on the 3rd anniversary of the election, 
of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN as General Secretary, 
of the Workers Party of Korea by the 8th Congress, 
of the Workers Party of Korea ( WPK ) 
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Three years have now passed since the historic 8th Congress of the WPK elected 
respected Marshal KIM JONG UN as General Secretary of the WPK on the 10th of 
January, the supreme general staff of the Korean revolution and the guiding force of 
the Korean people. The election of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN as general 
secretary of the WPK reflected the unanimous will and desire of all members of the 
WPK and the entire Korean people to have him as the head of the Party and the 
Korean people. It was a great manifestation of the single - hearted unity of the 
Korean people around the Party and leader as well as at the same time a reflection 
of the great trust and faith of the Korean people in respected Marshal KIM JONG 
UN as the supreme leader of the Korean revolution. 


During the past two years general secretary respected comrade KIM JONG UN has 
led the Korean people along the straight road of Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism, the 
great and true road of Juche. Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN has worked hard to 
implement the decisions of the 8th Congress of the WPK. He has led the struggle for 
socialist construction and initiated many projects. He has worked to continuously 
improve the living standards of the Korean people. Moreover, he has organised 
responsible work to resolutely smash anti - socialist and non - socialist behaviours. 
Also, respected Marshal KIM JONG UN wisely led the work of building up national 
defence, great successes were achieved such as the launch of the ‘Malligyong - 1' 
military reconnaissance satellite. 


We are convinced that with respected Marshal KIM JONG UN at the helm of the 
Party, new and greater victories will be achieved. We are sure that greater successes 
will be made in implementing the decisions of the 9th Plenum of the 8th Central 
Committee of the Workers Party of Korea. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 3rd of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
supporting the press statement of comrade Kim Yo Jong, 
vice department director of the Central Committee, 
of the Workers Party of Korea titled: 
‘New Year message to the president of the Republic of Korea' 


Recently the so - called president of south Korea Yoon Suk Yeol made a New 
Year Address. In her statement comrade Kim Yo Jong responds to the New Year 
Address of Yoon. Yoon is indulging in all sorts of warmongering mouthing about 
‘extended deterrence' and such like. Yoon is causing the situation on the Korean 
peninsula to deteriorate by allowing the introduction of US nuclear strategic assets 
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onto the Korean peninsula. 


Comrade Kim Yo Jong is totally unfazed by Yoon's idiocy and belligerency. She 
makes an excellent point that: 


Tt is much easier to deal with a stupid, 
honest man who has shown his hostility against the enemy 
than a wicked man with honey in his mouth and a sword in his heart' 


This is indeed true. A hidden enemy, a person who wears the mask of friendship, 
is far more dangerous than an open enemy. In fact Yoon's antics have helped the 
DPRK by compelling it to build up its defence potentials including the nuclear force. 


The DPRK will become stronger. 


Comrade Kim Yo Jong characterises the former liberal leader of south Korea Moon 
Jae In as follows: 


'He, pretending weak - mindedness, closely clung to us, 
offering a package of peace in order to bind our hands, 
and behind laid obstacles in our efforts to bolster up 
the prospective military capabilities for deterring the U.S. 
and its war servants while inwardly meeting all his needs. 


He was so good at pretending and captivating us 
as if he would do anything for us, talking about ’same blood’, 
‘peace’ and ’co - prosperity’ in an inarticulate way of speaking peculiar to him' 


Moon Jae In was just a trendy liberal puppet of US imperialism or maybe a ‘liberal 
fascist’. Moon represented the ‘Tiberal' wing of the south Korean puppet comprador 
bourgeoisie. He wanted to disarm and weaken the DPRK by stealth. Moon also 
wanted to introduce the capitalist system in the DPRK, he dreamed of the DPRK 
opening a McDonalds and a Starbucks. Luckily the DPRK saw through what he was 
doing and rejected it. Moon Jae In and Yoon Suk Yeol just represent different wings 
of the south Korean ruling class. 


We strongly agree with the deeply perceptive and intelligent analysis made by 
comrade Kim Yo Jong and fully support the DPRK in its struggle against the south 


Korean puppets. 
( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 3rd of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
hailing the successful holding of the 9th Plenary Meeting, 
of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea 


From the 26th of December to the 30th of December the 8th Central Committee of 
the Workers Party of Korea ( WPK ) held its 9th plenary meeting in the presence of 
respected Marshal KIM JONG UN the general secretary of the WPK was held in 
Pyongyang, the revolutionary capital of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
( DPRK ). The meeting was attended by members of the Central Leadership organs 
of the WPK as well officials of ministries and regional officials of the WPK. At the 
meeting the results of the past year of struggle were reviewed and clear - cut 
guidelines for work in the coming were set down. 


Firstly, the 9th plenum meeting reported the stunning progress made by the DPRK 
in the past year. Significant progress has been made in advancing towards the 12 
goals of national economic development. The report stated that: 


'The 12 goals for the national economic development, 
were all attained with 103 percent of grain production, 
100 percent of electric power, coal and nitrogenous fertilizer, 
102 percent of rolled steel, 131 percent of nonferrous metal, 
109 percent of logs, 101 percent of cement and ordinary cloth, 
105 percent of marine products, 106 percent of railway freight transport, 
and 109 percent of houses under construction. 


And the overall economy witnessed clear production growth, 
including 220 percent of motor production, 208 percent of transformers, 
121 percent of bearings, 140 percent of electric zinc, 121 percent of lead, 
113 percent of paper, 110 percent of salt, 109 percent of cosmetics, 
100 percent of flat glass and 104 percent of magnesia clinker, 
and plan discipline was established. 


Compared with the total growth of the economic sector in 2020, 
the previous year of the 8th Party Congress, 
the production of important indices largely went up in 2023, 
by raising the production of iron trioxide 3.5 times, pig iron 2.7 times, 
rolled steel 1.9 times, machine tools 5.1 times, cement 1.4 times, 
and nitrogen fertilizer 1.3 times and the GDP grew up 1.4 time’ 


Moreover: 
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'The report estimated the over - fulfillment of the goal of grain production, 
the dominant height of decisive significance in the overall economic development, 
and the guarantee of people's living, 
as the most precious and valuable success, 
achieved in the economic work for 2023' 


This goes to prove that the mainstream media’s talk of famine’ and 'starvation' is 
untrue. Also, that sanctions do not affect the DPRK economy one bit. 


Secondly, the meeting decided to increase the sense of responsibility in 
implementing the socialist policy for schoolchildren. Marshal KIM JONG UN 
stressed the importance of supplying schoolbags and other items to schoolchildren. 


The meeting set down lines and directions for dealing with south Korea and the 
US. Marshal KIM JONG UN said that a tough stand should be taken towards the 
US imperialists and the south Korean puppets. He had stern words for the south 
Korean puppets; 


‘South Korea at present is nothing but a hemiplegic malformation 
and colonial subordinate state whose politics is completely out of order, 
whole society tainted by Yankee culture, 
and defence and security totally dependent on the U.S.' 


The DPRK will now regard south Korea as the enemy and will not seek 
reunification with it. Marshal KIM JONG UN severely criticised south Korean 
puppet regimes of one kind or another for wanting to annex the DPRK, basically the 
so - called ‘unification under liberal democracy" ( capitalism ). 


The DPRK will no longer try to engage in dialogue with south Korea as it is a waste 
of time. We applaud this as it the correct line. 


Respected Marshal KIM JONG UN announced that the DPRK will launch 3 more 
military reconnaissance satellites this year. Adequate war preparations will be made 
including the work of strengthening civil defence as well as enhancing the combat 
capabilities of the Worker - Peasant Red Guard, the mass civilian militia of the 
Workers Party of Korea. 


We hail the successful holding of the 9th Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central 
Committee of the Workers Party of Korea. We strongly support the decisions made 
and conclusions reached believing that that are precious guidelines for building 
Juche - oriented socialism and winning victory over US imperialism. The decisions 
of the 9th Plenary meeting will surely be implemented. Led by respected Marshal 
KIM JONG UN the WPK and DPRK are unstoppable! Final victory will be the destiny 


of the Korean people! 
( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London 2nd of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


The Association For the Study of Songun Politics UK, 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, 
the UK Korean Friendship Association, 
and the British Solidarity Committee, 
for Peace and Reunification in Korea, 
issued the following joint statement, 
on the occasion the birthday, 

of the dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un, 
General Secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, 
President of the State Affairs of the DPRK, 
and supreme commander of the Korean Peoples Army, 
which falls on the 8th of January 2024 


Dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un, has been leading the DPRK for the past 12 
years and has pushed forward the Songun revolutionary cause, and Juche 
revolutionary cause following in the footsteps of the great generalissimo's Kim Il 
Sung and Kim Jong Il. Dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un is holding aloft the red 
banner of Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism and self - reliance. 


Dear respected leader Marshal Kim Jong Un is distinguished by extraordinary 
energy, stamina, remarkable dynamism as well as profound devotion to the 
revolutionary cause, deep concern for the lives of the people and fidelity to the 
Juche revolutionary cause. 


Dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un made a most outstanding and significant 
impact at Kim Il Sung Military University by writing a brilliant thesis on the 
outstanding military art of the great leader generalissimo Kim Il Sungin the 
Fatherland Liberation War. Dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un has written many 
works such as: ‘Let Us Brilliantly Accomplish the Revolutionary Cause of Juche, 
Holding Kim Jong Il in High Esteem as the Eternal General Secretary of Our Party’, 
Let Us March Forward Dynamically Towards Final Victory, 'Holding higher the 
Banner of Songun’, The Great Kim Il Sung is the eternal Leader of our Party and our 
People’, Let Us Step Up the Building of a Thriving by Applying Kim Jong I's 
Patriotism’, Let Us Hasten the Final Victory Through a Revolutionary Ideological 
Offensive!, The Cause of the Great Party of Comrades Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il is 
Ever - Victorious' and many other important works. He has both distinguished 
himself as a foremost theoretician and great thinker. He has systematised the great 
ideas of the great leader President Kim Il Sung and eternal general secretary Kim 
Jong Il as great Kimilsungism - Kimjongilism. Dear respected Marshal Kim Jong 
Un has put forward the great self - development first idea, an application of the 
Juche idea and self - reliance. 


During the past year under the leadership of respected Marshal Kim Jong Un, 
People's Korea celebrated 3 important anniversaries as well as successfully 
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launching the 'Malligyong - 1' military reconnaissance satellite and the Hwasong- 
pho 18 ICBM. New housing has been completed in Pyongyang and in the rural 
areas. 


We are firmly convinced that under the leadership of the dear respected 
Marshal Kim Jong Un victory and glory await the DPRK. Therefore, we extend our 
hearty congratulations to the dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un, the supreme 
leader of People's Korea and great guide of Juche - based socialist construction. 
Congratulations to respected Marshal Kim Jong Un on his birthday. 


( ASSPUK, BGSJI, KFA UK and BSCPRKP, London Ist of January Juche 113 [2024] ) 


Japan's Deployment of Long - range Missiles Is Suicidal Act: 
DPRK Foreign Ministry Researcher 


Kim Sol Hwa, a researcher of the Institute for Japan Studies under the DPRK 
Foreign Ministry, issued the following article 'A suicidal act of jumping into fire with 
brushwood" 


Japan's accelerated deployment of long - range missiles provokes the vigilance of 
the international community nowadays. 


For typical examples, Japan secured the approval from the U.S. for the sale of 50 
air - to - surface missiles for F - 15 fighters in August last year and recently signed 
a contract with the U.S. to purchase Tomahawk long - range cruise missiles. 


Japan is going to spend 169.4 billion yen to import 400 U.S. - made Tomahawk 
long - range cruise missiles and necessary equipment from 2025. 


It seeks to purchase Norway - made cruise missiles for F - 35A stealth fighters in 
2026 or thereabouts. It also buckled down to extending the range of type 12 
surface - to - ship guided missiles of the Ground 'Self - Defense Force' from about 
200 km at present to over 1 000 km and developing high - speed gliding projectiles 
and 3 000 km - range supersonic guided missiles as part of its efforts for starting 
the deployment of home - made long - range missiles next year, in particular. 


All facts go to prove that Japan, which revised three security - related documents, 
including the national security strategy, at the end of 2022 under the pretext of 
neighborly threats' to formulate the possession of ‘counterattack capability’, is 
working hard to realize it at any cost through the deployment of long-range 
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missiles. 

Japan plans to allocate 734 billion yen, which is nearly one tenth of the biggest - 
ever 2024 defense budget running up to 7.9496 trillion yen, for the purchase and 
development of long - range missiles. This clearly shows that Japan is desperately 
resorting to the possession of the capability for preemptive attack. 


Japan often spreads the 'rumor about neighborly threats'. This is nothing but an 
artifice to accelerate the deployment of long-range missiles at any cost under that 
excuse and thus secure the capability for carrying out preemptive attacks at the 
depths of neighboring countries. 


Far from making apologies and reparations for having inflicted untold calamities 
upon our country and other Asian nations in the last century, Japanese politicians 
openly and regularly visit the Yasukuni Shrine haunted by the specter of 
militarism. Japan's pursuance of the capability for preemptive attack against this 
backdrop clearly proves that it remains utterly unchanged in its wild ambition for 
launching reinvasion. 


What can never be overlooked is the fact that Japan's dangerous moves for 
turning itself into a military giant are pursuant to the U.S. scenario for 
implementing its hegemonic strategy to make its vassal countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region stooges for proxy wars against the DPRK, China and Russia. 


Japan, which is banned from possessing combat capabilities as a war criminal 
nation bereft of its right to belligerency and participation in war, and the U.S. that 
unhesitatingly freed that vassal nation from the said shackles in a bid to carry out 
its hegemonic strategy, have neither qualification nor justification to find fault with 
the just and legitimate measures of our state for bolstering self - defensive 
capabilities. 


Japan even discarded its spurious veil of ‘pacific nation’ and is getting hell - bent 
on securing long - range missiles targeting the neighboring countries, buoyed up by 
the U.S. zealous patronage and support. It has now emerged as the worst threat- 
posing country in the region. 


Japan should be mindful that it will become a common target of the righteous 
regional community for its dogged efforts for realizing the old dream of ‘Greater East 
Asia Co - prosperity Sphere' while zealously following the U.S. gripped by 
anachronistic ambition for hegemony and expansionist fantasy. 


Japan's deployment of long - range missiles is just a suicidal act of jumping into 


fire with brushwood on its back. 
( Pyongyang, February 3, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


U.S. Reckless Act of Increasing Danger of Nuclear War 


Ri Ji Song, a researcher of the Society for International Politics Study in the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, released an article ‘Reckless moves 
increasing the danger of a nuclear war.. 


Its full text is as follows: 


The fact that the U.S. will deploy again its nuclear weapons, which it withdrew 
from Britain 15 years ago, has been opened to public, sparking off worldwide 
sensation. 


The U.S. and Britain take a vague stand on the planned redeployment of nuclear 
weapons, asserting that it is their long - standing policy to neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of nuclear weapons at a specified military base. However, media and 
experts are making the U.S. redeployment of nuclear weapons a fait accompli, in 
connection with the fact that high - ranking figures of Britain and NATO have 
recently called for coping with a potential war with Russia. 


In actuality, the facility expansion and reinforcement work have already started at 
the Lakenheath Air Force Base in the UK, where the U.S. nuclear bombs of B61 
series were stocked in the past and F - 35 fighters capable of carrying the B61 - 12 
are deployed. And a spokesperson for the U.S. Department of Defense has 
reportedly recognized the fact. 


In this regard, the international community is expressing serious concern that the 
U.S. moves for bolstering up nuclear force in the European region will further chill 
the relations between the West and Russia and increase the danger of a nuclear war 
in the region. 


The U.S. nuclear arms buildup in Europe has not started today. 


The U.S. worked out a plan to replace the outdated B61 nuclear bombs deployed 
in Europe with the latest version B61 - 12 at least 10 years ago, and spent more 
than 10 billion U.S. dollars on this project. 


Pentagon conducted ground test and simulated flight test already in 2013 and air 
dropping tests by F - 15, F - 16, F - 35 and other types of fighters from 2015. And it 
announced that they would start of the serial production of those bombs in the 
fiscal 2021 and complete their deployment for action by 2024. 


In November last year, the U.S. officially approved the use of B61-12 in military 
operations and included Britain in its list of nuclear weapons storage sites. And the 
U.S. deputy secretary of Defense made a tour of the Lakenheath Air Force Base to 
learn about its infrastructure facilities, revealing their scheme to redeploy nuclear 
weapons in the UK. 
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The U.S. is going to redeploy its nuclear weapons 15 years after it had to withdraw 
them, modernized and maintained for more than 50 years, because of the anti - war 
and anti - nuclear atmosphere in the UK in 2008. This poses a serious threat to 
international peace and security. 


It is the sinister intention of the U.S. to establish a global deployment network of 
nukes, regarding them as a means for maintaining its hegemony, and thus contain 
its rivals' and, at the same time, hold more tightly the lifeline of its allies under the 
pretext of ‘bolstering up its deterrence’. 


What is more dangerous is the fact that the U.S. is mulling deploying the tactical 
nuclear weapons including B61 - 12 in the Asia - Pacific region, too. 


It is well evidenced by the fact that the U.S. and the ROK are frequently making 
reckless remarks that as B - 2 stealth nuclear strategic bombers capable of carrying 
and operating B61 - 12 have been deployed on Guam, it can be used for any future 
operation in the Korean peninsula. 


These moves are turning the Asia - Pacific region, where the world's nuclear 
weapons states are aggregate densely, into the world's biggest hotspot with constant 
danger of a nuclear war outbreak. 


The U.S. expands the sphere of deployment of the latest nuclear bombs at a time 
when military confrontation among countries and forces is escalating and the 
international situation is getting ever-more acute in different parts of the world. 
This more clearly shows the U.S. true colors as the chief criminal of nuclear 
proliferation, mastermind of nuclear arms race and chieftain of nuclear war 
outbreak. 


All the facts go to prove that the DPRK's efforts for bolstering up the nuclear war 
deterrence are an indispensable contribution to resolutely frustrating the U.S. and 
its allies' undisguised provocations on a worldwide scale and maintaining the 
strategic balance and stability of the world. 


The international community should heighten vigilance against the U.S. criminal 
moves for deploying its nuclear weapons in other countries and more bitterly 
condemn them as they are driving the whole world closer into the threshold of a 


nuclear war. 
( Pyongyang, February 2, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Democratic People's Republic of Korea Missile Administration, 
Conducts First Test - fire of New - type Strategic Cruise Missile 


The Missile Administration of the DPRK conducted the first test - fire of the new - 
type strategic cruise missile 'Pulhwasal - 3 - 31' under development on January 24. 


The test - fire had no impact on the security of neighboring countries and has 
nothing to do with the regional situation. 


The Missile Administration explained that the test - fire is a process of constant 
updating of the weapon system and a regular and obligatory activity of the 
administration and its affiliated defence science institutes. 


( Pyongyang, January 25, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un Makes Important Conclusion, 
at 19th Enlarged Meeting of Political Bureau, 
of 8th Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, made the 
following important conclusion 'On Forcefully Promoting the Implementation of the 
Party's Regional Development 20 x 10 Policy' at the 19th Enlarged Meeting of the 
Political Bureau of the 8th Central Committee of the WPK on January 24: 


Comrades, 
The 19th Enlarged Meeting of the Political Bureau 
of the 8th Central Committee of the Party 
deliberately discussed and decided on the measures 
for implementing the regional development 20 x 10 policy’, 
which will bring about a definite and rapid development 
of the future regional economy 
and greatly encourage the overall prosperity of the state, 
and the issues of hastening the completion of major policy - oriented projects. 


It was, indeed, important and historic choice and decision. 
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This will lead to starting a new revolution 
which will wipe out the centuries - old backwardness of the regions 
and realize the desire of the regional people in the coming ten years 
and taking measures to successfully complete the important plans 
for the promotion of the people’s well - being to add great vitality 
to our grand struggle for the overall development of socialism. 


The strategic significance of the enlarged meeting of the Political Bureau 
is great indeed, and Iam very satisfied with the fact that the meeting 
adopted important resolutions which clearly demonstrate the basic principles 
and lines of our Party’s struggle and the popular character that runs through them. 


Through this meeting our Party has confirmed all measures for the simultaneous, 
very balanced, comprehensive, 
effective and peculiar development of regional industry 
and thoroughly secured the guarantee for their implementation. 


This has provided an epochal milestone in the Party's history of struggle, 
in which all efforts have been directed only to the good of the people 
for nearly 80 years since its founding. 


As I have already mentioned, 
given that the rural housing construction, 
an unprecedentedly vast and ambitious front in finally breaking with the 
backwardness of the countryside, is being undertaken on a nationwide scale, 
it is not easy to make a bold decision to form another large front 
of opening up a new phase of regional industrial development across the country 
and to simultaneously follow through these two revolutionary stages. 


But the desire of the regional people is the desire of our Party, 
the development of regional industry is the development of the regions, 
and the development of the regions is the overall prosperity and growth of the state. 


So we have made an important decision to wage a new struggle without hesitation. 


Taking this opportunity, 

I have stressed once again that it is an important principle our Party 
should adhere to at present and a political fighting task that must be fulfilled 
without fail in switching over to the period of overall development of socialism 

to reduce the gap and eliminate imbalance between town and countryside, 
the capital and regional areas in all aspects, 
to accelerate the building of rich and civilized society 
where all the regions develop simultaneously and, in particular, 
to give priority to promoting the well - being of the regional people, 
protecting their rights and interests 
and improving the regional and rural living environment. 
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We should reinforce the traditions and mettle of struggle 
peculiar to the Korean revolution, 
consistent with continuous innovation and uninterrupted advance, 
and thus make the meaningful resolutions of today result in perfect revolution 
without fail through bold and practical action. 


Comrades, 


I sensed the atmosphere of the greatest upsurge across the country 
through the hearty response of all the participants 
that had constantly heated this meeting hall 
and could again confirm the validity of our determination in the sincerity of you 
who approached the discussion of agenda items 
with a responsible and active attitude, 
which greatly encouraged me to be optimistic about the prospect of our work. 


And Iam pleased about it. 


This convinced me that our new work for the beloved people will be perfect 
and substantial in its process and completion like its exciting start, 
and I'd like to emphasize some important matters 
arising in thoroughly implementing the items deeply discussed 
and decided at the current meeting of the Political Bureau. 


In order to ensure that the regional development 20 x10 policy' 
produce successful results from this year, 
it is necessary to conduct the operation and guidance 
for its implementation in a detailed and substantial way. 


First of all, 
a well - regulated system for building regional industry factories in cities 
and counties throughout the country should be established. 


It is important to establish a proper system in any work. 


The construction of 50 000 flats in the capital city has been pushed forward 
with a well - regulated work system. 


As a result, 10 000 flats are built every year without the exception of a single flat. 


Likewise, in order to build regional industrial factories in 20 cities 
and counties every year without deflection, 
we must first establish a correct work system. 


The 'non - permanent committee for the promotion of regional development 20 x 10' 
to be organized in the future should establish a well - regulated system 
of exercising unified control and guidance over all the work 
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related to the construction of regional industrial factories 
and preparations for their operation, 
ranging from designing to the supply of materials and funds 
and establishment of raw material bases, and tighten control. 


The promotion committee comprises officials 
of departments of the Party Central Committee, 
the Ministry of National Defence and relevant ministries and national institutions. 


It is necessary to conduct mutual cooperation properly in conformity with it. 


Noting that the Party's call for construction of regional industry factories like those 
of Kimhwa County is to build them in such a way that they are at a modern level 
with highly civilized working and living conditions like the regional industrial 
factories in the county, but not to set the sizes of the factories at the level of those 
of Kimhwa County, he said that the sizes of regional industry factories should be 
set in proper consideration of the populations, the demand of inhabitants, economic 
situation and the natural and geographical conditions in cities and counties. 


He said that it is especially important to provide the cities and counties with 
designs suited to their specific conditions and that it is necessary to thoroughly 
establish the system of tripartite agreement between the design units, construction 
units and operation units so as to prevent unreasonable problems from arising in 
the process of operating a factory. 


He said that when fixing the site of a factory, it is necessary to consider at the 
beginning whether it would fully meet such conditions necessary for operation of 
the factory as the supply of electricity and industrial water, and whether it is 
favorable for transportation and whether it would cause inconvenience of 
inhabitants, in particular. 


He noted that the most vigorous and militant People's Army has been placed in the 
forefront of the struggle for the development of regional industry, adding that it 
should become standard - bearer and hero in the gigantic struggle for fulfilling the 
revolutionary task, the long - cherished desire of the Party, and preserve its noble 
name as creator and defender of the people's happiness. 


Referring to the issues of conducting the inspection and supervision of the whole 
construction in a responsible manner and supplying building materials in time, he 
stressed the need to set the level of updating equipment needed for the new regional 
industry factories higher than those of Kimhwa County. 


Calling for pushing ahead simultaneously in a far-sighted way with the work to 
normalize and revitalize the production at regional industry factories and the 
construction project, he urged the city and county Party committees to turn the 
work for increasing the production capacity of raw material bases into the work 
exclusive to them and push ahead with it through ideological mobilization of 
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officials, Party members and other working people in their regions. 


He said that the regional industry factories built on a modern footing in cities and 
counties should produce a lot of quality goods favored by the people by directing 
efforts to improving the quality of products. 


Just as step after step one goes far and the proper first step is followed by vigorous 
next steps, we can push ahead with the construction of regional industry factories 
on an annual basis, looking at the sure success of the regional development 20 x 10 
policy' set forth by the Party, only when we successfully complete the construction 
of regional industry factories planned for this year, he said, noting that a measure 
has been taken by the Party to make sure that the members of its Political Bureau 
are each put in charge of a city or a county to strongly promote the construction of 
regional industry factories. 


Saying that the chief secretaries of provincial, city and county Party committees 
are the direct organizers and executors for the implementation of the regional 
development policy, he called upon them to fulfill their duties, addressing 
themselves to urgent and indispensable jobs and always focusing their concern and 
thinking on the development of their regions and the improvement of the people's 
living standard. 


In particular, the Party Central Committee would estimate the Party spirit, popular 
spirit and sense of responsibility of the chief secretaries of provincial, city and 
county Party committees with the results of their work for implementing the 
regional development policy, he said. And he instructed the chief secretaries of 
provincial Party committees to build raw material production bases and train skilled 
workers in a responsible manner so as to actually operate the regional industry 
factories to be built this year in two cities and counties and make a report about 
their results to the plenary meeting of the Party Central Committee at the end of the 
year. 


He urged the chairmen of the provincial, city and county people's committees to 
enhance their responsibility and role in implementing the regional development 
policy as befitting the ones responsible for the livelihood of inhabitants in their 
regions and dedicate themselves, with the same mind and intention as the Party 
Central Committee, to the struggle to bring about a new era in which the regional 
areas change. 


Saying that the regional industry construction guidance section, to be set up at 
the Organizational Leadership Department of the Party Central Committee, is 
required to guarantee before the Party the implementation of the ‘regional 
development 20 x 10 policy' by providing effective political guidance and policy 
guidance, he clarified in detail the duty and role of the section. 


Referring to the fact that important measures have been taken by the Party at the 
meeting for the rapid completion of incomplete major policy - oriented projects, he 
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underlined the need to make substantial changes desired and awaited by the people 
this year, too. He went on: 


Today we are faced with a heavy yet honorable task to provide the people with more 
civilized and happier living conditions and environment. 


The leading officials of the Party and the Government present here 
should regard the great trust of tens of millions of people as their lifeblood 
and carry out the resolution of the current meeting without fail 
through redoubled efforts and with stronger fighting spirit 
so as to make sure that the happy laughter of the people 
can be heard everywhere on this land. 


What you should bear in mind and awake to ts the spirit 
and attitude of serving the people. 


I think that the success of our purposeful great revolutionary work 
should be guaranteed by our leading cadres 
and officials' transparent outlook on the people, 
before any existence and provision of fund, 
materials and manpower and the meticulous economic operations. 


We should always remember what the people are to us 
and for what and for whom we have assumed ourselves the responsibility 
for carrying out such gigantic work in the most difficult period. 


As long as there are the most correct line and policies of struggle 
set forth by our Party, 
the accumulated experience and the solid potentialities 
of the self - supporting economy, 
the new era of regional change will be opened up in reality soon, 
not in the distant future. 


All the officials should fulfill their mission and duty in carrying out the resolution 
adopted at the present enlarged meeting of the Political Bureau most thoroughly 
and perfectly and thus live up to the great trust of our people 
unconditionally without fail. 


Let us all struggle vigorously for the new revolutionary fruition of our great cause, 
for the overall development of socialism and for the well - being of our great people 


with great confidence and courage. 


( Pyongyang, January 25, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un Visits Bier of Choe Thae Bok 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and president of 
the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, visited the bier of 
Choe Thae Bok, former secretary of the Central Committee of the WPK who is 
winner of Order of Kim Il Sung and Order of Kim Jong Il, at dawn of January 21 to 
express deep condolences over his death. 


Accompanying him were secretaries of the Central Committee of the Workers' 
Party of Korea. 


Amid the playing of dirge, the hall was wrapped in a sorrow over the loss of a 
revolutionary soldier faithful to President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim Jong 
Il and a veteran political activist of the Party and state who made distinguished 
contributions to the accomplishment of the revolutionary cause of Juche. 


A wreath in the name of the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un was laid before the 
bier of the deceased. 


Kim Jong Un paid silent tribute to Choe Thae Bok who performed distinguished 
feats in the sacred struggle for the development of the WPK and the DPRK 
government with his boundless loyalty to the leader, transparent revolutionary 
principle and spirit of devoted service to the country and its people. 


He looked round the bier of Choe Thae Bok with the bitter feeling of losing an old 
revolutionary who had grown up to be a competent official in the field of education 


under the trust and special care of the Party and devoted his all to the 
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implementation of the policy of the Party on science and education, the 
development of socialist culture and the dynamic advance of the revolutionary 
cause till the end of his life. 


He expressed deep sympathy to the bereaved family and consoled them. 


( Pyongyang, January 21, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Kwangchon Chicken Farm Inaugurated in DPRK 


The Kwangchon Chicken Farm, completed under the energetic guidance of the 
Central Committee of the great Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) to open up a new 
phase of the development and modernization of the country's poultry farming, has 
been inaugurated in the DPRK. 


The Kwangchon Chicken Farm, which was successfully built thanks to the noble 
intention and meticulous care of the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un who believes 
in the people as in Heaven, is another asset which will make a great contribution to 
attaining the grandiose goal of the Party Central Committee which has put forward 
the improvement of the people's living standard as an important affair. 
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The buildings with the production lines put on a fully automated, intensive and 
scientific basis and a high - level veterinary and anti - epizootic and experimental 
analysis system, leisure facilities and rows of a thousand and hundreds of dwelling 
houses are located in the Kwangchon area in harmony with the local landscape to 
reflect the ideal of the WPK and the rapid development of the country. 


An inauguration ceremony was held on January 13. 


Present there were Kim Tok Hun, member of the Presidium of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the WPK, vice-president of the State Affairs Commission 
of the DPRK and premier of the Cabinet, Ri Il Hwan, Ju Chol Gyu, Kim Jong Gwan, 
Kim Yong Su, officials of the WPK Central Committee, service personnel and 
civilians involved in the construction, officials and employees of the Kwangchon 
Chicken Farm, and officials and workers of the units that contributed to the 
construction. 


The premier of the Cabinet made an inaugural address. He said that the respected 
Comrade Kim Jong Un, with the noble outlook on the people that anything should 
be done at any cost if it is desired and welcomed by the people, unveiled a plan to 
build a highly modernized chicken farm in the Kwangchon area several years ago 
and energetically guided its implementation. 


To create new models and the icons representing the new era one after another 
and continuously add to the successes is the guiding mode peculiar to the WPK 
which confidently leads the overall development of socialist construction, he said, 
calling for clearly demonstrating the validity and vitality of our Party policy through 
the increased production at the farm and the remodeling of all poultry farms across 
the country. 
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He called on all the people to work harder for the prosperity of their dignified and 
powerful country and bring earlier the rosy future when the people's ideal will come 


true, rallied close around Kim Jong Un. 
( Pyongyang, January 14, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
Inspects Major Munitions Factories 
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Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) and 
president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
inspected major munitions factories on January 8 and 9 to learn about the 
production of weapons and equipment. 


He was accompanied by Jo Chun Ryong, Kim Jae Ryong, O Su Yong, Kang Sun 
Nam, Kim Jong Sik, Kim Yo Jong, Jang Chang Ha and other senior officials of the 
Party Central Committee and armed forces organs. 


With boundless trust and gratitude, leading officials and workers of major 
munitions factories greeted the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un visiting the 
factories to encourage them out in the struggle for attaining the huge production 
goal for the new year. 


Making rounds of the factories, Kim Jong Unlearned in detail about the 
production of weapons and equipment. 


He highly appreciated the factories for having turned out in the patriotic struggle 
for the successful attainment of the munitions production goal, set forth at the 8th 
Congress of the WPK and the 7th Enlarged Meeting of the 8th Central Military 
Commission of the WPK, and for the sustained development of the country's 
munitions industry to step up the production of major weapon systems on a full 
scale and actively introduce new technologies into production. 


He expressed great satisfaction over the fact that the factories have successfully 
carried out the plan for deploying new type weapons and equipment to the first - 
line large combined units and major missile units. 


Saying with high appreciation that the fierce flames of struggle for implementing 
the Party's policies and innovations in production created at the core munitions 
factories of the country are a clear fruition of the remarkably high mental power, 
wisdom and enthusiasm of our officials and workers defending the munitions 
industry front, he called upon the major munitions factories to bring about greater 
leaping progress in the struggle for bolstering up the defence capabilities in 2024, 
too, by further elevating the surged spirit, mindful of their important mission and 
duty of taking charge of the main front of modernizing the Korean People's Army 
and bolstering up the self - reliant military capabilities. 


He stressed that the munitions industry should permanently hold fast to and 
positively hasten the attainment of the goal for establishment of advanced 
production processes, constant expansion of production capacity and innovative 
modernization to produce more weapons and equipment in conformity with the 
development-oriented demand of the steadily changing and developing national 
defence science and industry in the new century and the objective and demand for 
modernization of our army. 


Pointing out some shortcomings recently revealed in the organization of munitions 
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production, he indicated the task for rationally and effectively readjusting the main 
production indices of munitions factories in a long - term view and on the principle 
of specialization, independence, consideration of factory capacity and priority over 
project for implementing the immediate policy. 


Reiterating that it is necessary to have a correct understanding of the strategic 
importance of the production of major weapons and equipment prioritized by the 
Party, he underscored the need to carry on the economic organization and 
production guidance in a militant and revolutionary way so as to make this year a 
year of radical turn in boosting the country's preparations for war. 


He made an appraisal of the security environment of the DPRK and the regional 
situation, stating the necessity and validity of the sustained store of incomparably 
overwhelming strength. 


Saying that the historic time has come at last when we should define as a state 
most hostile toward the Democratic People's Republic of Korea the entity called the 
Republic of Korea ( ROK ) which has pursued a history of vicious confrontation with 
bloodshot eyes to overthrow our regime and social system for nearly 80 years, he 
stressed that our state should recognize this unavoidable and irrevocable reality as 
it is and properly settle the historic problem of actively coping with the new phase of 
change and thoroughly countering everything. 


Predicating that the ROK clan is our principal enemy, he said what the DPRK 
should prioritize in the relations with the hostile state running high fever in arms 
buildup while inciting the confrontation posture with the former is to bolster up the 
military capabilities for self - defence and the nuclear war deterrent first of all. 
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He said that we would by no means unilaterally bring a great event by the 
overwhelming strength in the Korean peninsula but we have no intention of 
avoiding a war as well. If the ROK dares attempt to use armed forces against the 
DPRK or threaten its sovereignty and security and such opportunity comes, we will 
have no hesitation in annihilating the ROK by mobilizing all means and forces in 
our hands, he said, affirming that we have such will, forces and capabilities and will 
continue to expand and strengthen them without delay in the future, too. 


He noted that the DPRK will invariably take its vivid action based on the principle 
of righteous struggle, unless the gangster - like ruling quarters of the ROK realize 
the mistake of the self - destructive anti - DPRK confrontation policy, which is 
running counter to the desire of mankind for peace and bringing misfortune on 
itself, and completely give it up. And he set forth the revolutionary policies to be 
permanently held and carried out by the munitions industry field in more strictly 
perfecting the country's war preparedness. 


All the workers in the munitions industry, who have realized the steadfast will 
of Kim Jong Un reflecting the principle of resolute counteraction against the 
enemies and the revolutionary stand of our Party and government, are filled with 
the ardent enthusiasm for firmly defending the sacred revolutionary cause of Juche 
by surely attaining the fighting goals, set by the Party Central Committee, with the 
absolute loyalty and the spirit of devoted implementation, again fully aware of the 
momentous mission that the increased production of military hardware precisely 
means the safeguard of dignity and sovereignty of the country. 
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( Pyongyang, January 10, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Press Statement of Vice Department Director, 
of Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ), 
Comrade Kim Yo Jong 
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Kim Yo Jong, vice department director of the Central Committee of the Workers' 
Party of Korea, on Sunday issued the following press statement titled: 'Misjudgment, 
conjecture, obstinacy and arrogance will invite irretrievable misfortune’: 


What disgraceful result is engendered, if someone is engrossed in antagonism and 
confrontation hysteria? 


A vivid scene was shown by the military gangsters of the Republic of Korea ( ROK ) 
through practical action. 


The Joint Chiefs of Staff of the ROK on Jan. 6 announced that the Korean People's 
Army ( KPA ) launched artillery firing in the southwestern waters for two 
consecutive days of Jan. 5 and 6. 


The military gangsters claimed that the north fired more than 60 shells from the 
northwest of Yonphyong Island from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Jan. 6 and the shells 
dropped in the sea buffer zone north of the northern limit line'in the West Sea. 


They warned seriously that shelling in a no - hostility zone is an act of threatening 
peace and escalating tension on the Korean peninsula, and strongly demanded an 
immediate stop. If the north threatens the people of the ROK through continuous 
artillery firing in the no - hostility zone, the ROK army will take due military 
measures and overwhelmingly respond to it on the principle of promptly, strongly 
and to the end’, they added. 


Media of the ROK make a fuss, carrying all at once the military gangsters' 
announcement in papers and screens. 


It is needless to mention how the ROK people are shocked. 


It seems now that the KPA must have been branded as a 'provoker' and chief 
criminal escalating tensions. 


However, the KPA did not fire even a single shell into the relevant waters. 

The ROK military gangsters quickly took the bait we threw. 

We conducted a deceptive operation in order to assess the real detecting ability of 
the ROK military gangsters engrossed in bravo and blind bravery while crying for 
‘precision tracking and monitoring’ and ‘striking origin' whenever an opportunity 
presents itself and give a burning shame to them who will certainly make far- 


fetched assertions. 


The KPA watched the reaction of the ROK military gangsters while detonating 
blasting powder simulating the sound of 130 mm coastal artillery for 60 times. 
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The result was clear as we expected. 


They misjudged the blasting sound as the sound of gunfire and conjectured it asa 
provocation. And they even made a false and impudent statement that the shells 
dropped in the sea buffer zone north of the northern limit line' in the West Sea. 


The ridiculous behavior of these puppets in military uniform is nothing new today. 
When a bird flock appeared in the sky above the West Sea before, they mistook it 
for our plane and made a sortie of a fighter. They also insisted that a latrine door on 
a hill was a north drone that made a southward invasion’. They are none other than 
the ROK military gangsters. 


As they had such records, the group of gangsters had no choice but to swallow the 
bait we threw this time. 


I cannot but say that the ROK people are very pitiful as they entrust ‘security’ to 
such blind fools and offer huge blood taxes. 


It is ten times better to entrust ‘security’ to a dog with a developed sense of hearing 
and smell. 


If an unexpected incident occurs due to misjudgment, conjecture, obstinacy and 
arrogance of such ignorant military gangsters, think about what danger Seoul 
crowded with more than 10 million people would be exposed to. 


There is a saying that fear gives wings. 


The enemy might behave stupidly for the sake of pride misjudging the thundering 
roar in the northern sky in the future as artillery fire of the KPA. 


I make myself clear once again that the safety catch of trigger of the KPA had 
already been slipped. 


As already declared, the KPA will launch an immediate military strike if the enemy 
makes even a slight provocation. 


The military gangsters should bear in mind that they can ‘die instantly and by 
force and end' if they continue to resort to the so - called principle of counteraction 
such as promptly, strongly and to the end' often touted by them. 


Misjudgment, conjecture, obstinacy and arrogance will invite irretrievable 


misfortune. 
( Pyongyang, January 7, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un Hosts Dinner, 
for Members of Leadership Body of Party Central Committee 


PET | AAR At e 
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Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ) and 
president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ), 
hosted a dinner for the members of the leadership body of the Party Central 
Committee in the name of the General Secretary on December 31, expressing deep 
thanks to them for showing boundless responsibility, resolute fighting will and 
courage in the discussion at the December 2023 Plenary Meeting of the Party 
Central Committee, which indicated the direction of the historic advance of 2024, 
out of their transparent readiness to remain true to their honorable responsibility 
and duty for the Korean revolution. 


The respected General Secretary Kim Jong Un made a meaningful congratulatory 
speech. 


Saying that we have achieved the successes, which we had earnestly wished and 
desired to surely attain, through a series of struggles and brought about significant 
events for opening up a new turning phase in the course of advance of the Korean 
revolution in 2023, he noted that such invaluable successes were achieved thanks 
to the painstaking efforts and boundless devotion of all the members of the 
leadership body of the Party Central Committee, appreciating their year - round 
efforts. 


He affirmed that if our leading officials accelerate their pace with firm and active 
pioneering spirit in the new year, too, they would successfully carry out their 
important duty they have assumed before our revolution and people, and proposed 
a toast to the DPRK, health of all the people, all the Party members, service 
personnel of the Korean People's Army and happiness and peace of all families 
across the country seeing in the New Year. 


79 


All the participants drank their toasts, vowing to more thoroughly arm themselves 
with the revolutionary idea of Kim Jong Un, top representative of the absolute 
prestige and mightiness of the ever - victorious WPK, and more dynamically struggle 
for the prosperity and development of our great state and the well-being of our 
people. 


Kim Jong Un had a significant photo session with the members of the leadership 


body of the Party Central Committee on that day. 
( Pyongyang, January 1, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, 
Enjoys Grand Art Performance for New Year 


The hope - filled new year, Juche 113 ( 2024 ), has come to the socialist 
homeland continuously adding new epic stories to its history as a great powerful 
country, while advancing toward the successful implementation of the fighting 
programme set forth by the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea and the 
fulfillment of the great far - reaching target for the prosperity and development of 
the DPRK and the wellbeing of its people. 


Seeing the year 2023 out, all the people review the proud year that witnessed great 
changes specially recorded in the history of the country, convinced that the future 
will be rosier with greater miracles and changes. And they express their firm 
reverence for and trust in our great Party, the banner, organizer and guide of all 
victories and glory. 


A grand art performance for celebrating the New Year 2024 was given with 
splendor at the May Day Stadium in Pyongyang, the capital city of the DPRK, amid 
great excitement of all the people seeing in the New Year with the spirit of working 
hard to hasten a new victory full of great confidence. 
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The venue for the performance was filled with the pride and joy of the audience as 
they recollected with deep emotion the proud advance of the year in which they 
brought about eye-opening events by overcoming all difficulties, single-mindedly 
united behind the Workers' Party of Korea. 


To highlight the colorful prelude of the New Year celebration, figure skaters and 
acrobats demonstrated their wonderful skills on the ice - rink. 


A group of well - known drummers revved up the festive atmosphere through their 
cheerful tune. 


A ceremony of hoisting the national flag of the great DPRK, was held. 
All the audience paid high tribute to the sacred national flag. 


Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and president of the 
State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, enjoyed the performance 
together with senior officials of the Party and the government. 


Amid the playing of the welcome music, Kim Jong Un appeared in the auditorium 
together with his respected daughter and wife, being greeted with a thunderous 
standing ovation of the audience. 


All the participants raised stormy cheers of 'Hurrah!', looking up to the respected 
Comrade Kim Jong Un, the symbol of mightiness and heroism of Juche Korea and 
great representative of the great dignity and brilliant honor who is raising the 
national power and might of the DPRK to the eminence of the century with his 
outstanding leadership and political ability and ushering in a new dynamic era 
when a rich country with a strong army is being built by dint of self - respect, self - 
sustenance and self - defence. 


He waved back to the enthusiastically cheering crowds as a token of his warm 
greeting of best wishes to all the audience and all the beloved people of the country 
seeing in the New Year. 


Among the audience were Kim Tok Hun, Jo Yong Won, Choe Ryong Hae and Ri 
Pyong Chol, members of the Presidium of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee, and other leading officials of the Party and government and officials of 
armed forces organs. 


The performance was enjoyed by the participants in the 9th Plenary Meeting of the 
8th Central Committee of the WPK, participants in New Year celebrations, 


Pyongyang citizens, service personnel and students of the revolutionary schools. 


Members of the diplomatic corps here watched the performance. 
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The performance was given by artistes of prestigious art troupes, including the 
State Merited Chorus and the Wangjaesan Art Troupe, students of art education 
institutions in the city, ice sportsmen and children. 


The performance began with the prelude 'We Sing of the Party'. Put on the stage 
were colorful numbers, including monumental songs of the times praising the WPK, 
an invincible Party which unites all the people under the banner of patriotism with 
its strong might of guidance and successfully leads Korean - style socialism to an 
overall upsurge and development. 


There came the last moment of the year and the bells began tolling solemnly to 
celebrate New Year's Eve at 00:00 on January 1 along with the ignition of the torch 
of celebration and the display of fireworks in the sky above the capital city. 


Children presented bouquets to Kim Jong Un and leading officials of the Party and 
the government and wished them a happy New Year. 


The venue of the celebration was overflowing with great happiness and boundless 


excitement of seeing in the New Year with the benevolent father of the great socialist 
family. 
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The performance, which ended with the finale 'Snow Is Falling on New Year's Day’, 
We Are the Happiest in the World' and 'Our National Flag', redoubled the high 
revolutionary enthusiasm and fighting spirit of all the people to bring earlier the 
rosy future of our powerful state with the inexhaustible power of their unity based 
on loyalty and patriotism under the ever - victorious guidance of the great Party 
Central Committee. 


At the end of the performance, loud cheers of 'Hurrah!' for Kim Jong Un rocked the 
venue again and fireworks were let off to gorgeously decorate the nocturnal sky. 
The last night of the old year was beautifully decorated and the prelude to the New 
Year was open magnificently. 


( Pyongyang, January 1, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


SOUTH KOREA NEWS 


73rd Grand Candlelight March, 
Held in Region of South Korean Puppets 


A massive protest to oust traitor Yoon Suk Yeol is intensifying in the region of 
south Korean puppets. 
The 73rd grand candlelight march for the resignation of traitor Yoon Suk Yeol and 
special inspection of Kim Kon Hui took place in Seoul on Jan. 13 with broad masses 
_of people attending. 5 
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At the rally held on the theme of impeachment of war maniac Yoon Suk Yeol 
covering up and playing down political terrorism’, speakers accused Yoon's group of 
committing war provocations on the ground and in the East and West seas, crying 
out for provocations' and threat. This will draw all countries in Northeast Asia and 
the Pacific into the vortex of war, the speakers said, and called for preventing a war 
with the impeachment of Yoon. 


They referred to the fact that Yoon gave an order for the evacuation of citizens to 
create the security uneasiness as soon as he vetoed a special inspection law on his 
wife Kim Kon Hui, and condemned it as a crafty trick to divert public criticism of his 
refusal of the law. 


After expressing their will to launch a campaign to get those supporting Yoon Suk 
Yeol and Kim Kon Hui defeated in the forthcoming parliamentary election and held 
a ceremony of tearing up a suspension poster reading ‘war maniac Yoon Suk Yeol 
and 'Yoon Suk Yeol protecting Kim Kon Hui. 


A rally to punish Yoon was held in Seoul under the sponsorship of the Emergency 
Action consisting of 82 civic and public organizations. At the rally people denounced 
Yoon for refusing the special inspection law on the irregularities and corruption of 
Kim Kon Hui. 


The Candlelight Action sponsoring the grand candlelight march in its commentary 
said it is the most urgent emergency measure to impeach Yoon calling for a war on 
the Korean peninsula. 


A civic organization in an open questionnaire addressed to Yoon escalating the 
danger of a war said that he is inciting confrontation whenever an opportunity 
presents itself, adding that confrontation will bring only war, destruction and self - 
destruction. 


Media reported in detail about the struggle of the citizens that day, noting that 
voices of citizens who have turned out in the grand candlelight march - Yoon Suk Yeol 
is responsible for confrontation’. 


( Pyongyang, January 16, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Korean Central News Agency Commentary, 
on Traitor Yoon Suk Yeol's Confrontation Hysteria 


The Yoon Suk Yeol - led puppet regime goes to extremes in its confrontation 
hysteria from the outset of the new year. 


Traitor Yoon, who started his job for the new year by talking about ‘completion of 
the reinforced south Korea - U.S. extended deterrent system within the first half of 


84 


this year' and ‘strong establishment of ROK - style three - axis defence system’, sent a 
‘message of encouragement’ to the puppet army, calling for maintaining firm 
security posture in the new year, too. 


The puppet defence minister, the puppet chairman of the joint chiefs of staff and 
other military gangsters inspected units of the puppet army on the first day of the 
new year to let out such confrontational language as immediately, strongly and to 
the end’. Saying that someone's provocation' would just be a prelude to destruction, 
the gangsters urged its inferiors to completely frustrate someone's will and 
capability to commit additional ‘provocation’. 


Such belligerent bombast of the Yoon - led clique of traitors encouraged actual 
military provocations. 


The puppet ground force launched new year's first firing and maneuvering drill 
involving more than ten units including the puppet capital mechanized infantry 
division, the second quick response division and the second armored brigade. 
Meanwhile, the puppet navy kicked off the maritime firing and tactical maneuvering 
exercises in the east, west and south seas. 


The joint combat firing drill, staged by the lightning’ brigade of the puppet capital 
mechanized infantry division together with the U.S. second infantry division and the 
‘striker’ brigade of the U.S. - puppet south Korea combined division in Pochon of 
Kyonggi Province for a week from December 29 last year, involved more than 110 
pieces of military equipment including armed cars and fighter jets. 


The puppet military gangsters, terming the responsive action of the DPRK army 
against the frantic north - targeted war drills along the border a 'provocation', cried 
out for resuming firing drills in the relevant zone, saying no - hostility zones do not 
exist any longer on the ground and in the east and west seas. 


Such behavior of the traitor Yoon - led clique, which is stirring up the atmosphere 
of confrontation with the DPRK through bluffing and gunfire from the outset of this 
year, clearly proves whom the arch criminal deteriorating the situation of the 
Korean peninsula is. 


Frequent wind brings rain. Any tiny spark may trigger an enormous physical clash 
between the two hostile countries. 


The reckless moves of the traitor Yoon - led clique are no more than bluffing of 
those stunned by the DPRK's tremendous military muscle and toughest stand of 
struggle against the enemy, and a last - ditch effort to tide over its ever - worsening 
ruling crisis by causing an extreme military conflict. 


Misjudgment of the reality, miscalculation of ‘strength’ and wild ambition for 
escalating the confrontation between social systems push the puppet scoundrels of 
the Republic of Korea to plunge the ever - worsening security environment of the 
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Korean peninsula into an irretrievable war crisis. Such moves further aggravate 
their security uneasiness only. 


The public in the region of south Korean puppets get increasingly vocal in their 

criticism of the puppet Yoon regime, deploring ‘Yoon regime's tough policy 
aggravates the danger of military conflict and ‘the extreme confrontation may 
escalate into a nuclear war any time’. 


They say: the current situation strikes war phobia into their hearts and reminds 
them of the nightmare of the Yonphyong Island 10 years ago’. 


The more the gangsters of the Yoon - led regime spout bombastic rubbish to incite 
confrontation, the sooner it will meet the miserable self - destruction. 


( Pyongyang, January 15, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Meeting of Officials in Charge of Affairs with Enemies 
Held in Democratic People's Republic of Korea 


Officials in charge of affairs with enemies Friday met to vow to thoroughly 
implement the policy of making a switchover in the policy towards the south 
advanced by the respected Comrade Kim Jong Un at the historic 9th Plenary 
Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea ( WPK ). 


A report and speeches were made at the meeting before adopting a resolution. 


The report and speeches called for making the history of the struggle of the DPRK 
against enemies in keeping with the position of a powerful country on the principle 
of defending the dignity of the Party, raising the national prestige and defending the 
interests of the country, true to the policy of making a switchover in the policy 
towards the south clarified by Kim Jong Un at the historic 9th Plenary Meeting of 
the 8th Central Committee of the WPK, newly formulating the reunification policy 
from a firm viewpoint that the clays in the region of south Korean puppets who have 
pursued only the ‘collapse of the DPRK's power' and ‘unification by absorption’ are 
the main enemy of the DPRK to be completely wiped out, making a radical turn in 
the principle and orientation of the struggle in the field in charge of the affairs with 
the south and making preparations for a great event in a foresighted way in keeping 
with the powerful military action of the Korean People's Army to suppress the whole 
territory of the southern half of the Republic. 


The meeting decided to readjust all relevant organizations of the DPRK including 
the North Side Committee for Implementing June 15 Joint Declaration, the North 
Headquarters of the Pan - national Alliance for Korea's Reunification, the 
Consultative Council for National Reconciliation and the Council for the 
Reunification of Tangun's Nation organized as solidarity organizations for the 
improvement of the north - south relations and peaceful reunification in the past 
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period in the view of the reality that the north - south relations have been 
completely fixed as the relations of two hostile and belligerent countries, not those 
of fellow countrymen and the same quality any longer. 


Fully displayed in the meeting were the high enthusiasm and iron will to resolutely 
foil the reckless moves of the puppet group of traitors for confrontation with the 
DPRK by thoroughly implementing the policy set forth by Kim Jong Unon the 


struggle against the enemy. 
( Pyongyang, January 15, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Candlelight March Staged in Region of South Korean Puppets 


A mass candlelight resistance continues in the whole region of south Korean 
puppets including Seoul in the new year, too, to demand the resignation of traitor 
Yoon Suk Yeol, a war maniac, sycophantic maniac, fascist dictator and kingpin of 
corruption and irregularities. 


The 72nd grand candlelight march was staged in the area of Seoul on January 6 
under the slogan ‘Step down Yoon Suk Yeol! Make a special inspection of Kim Kon 
Hui". 


Many people from all walks of life turned out in the struggle with candles in their 
hands despite the cold of winter. 


Organizations of various circles, including the emergency action made up of 82 
civic and public organizations, held rallies in different parts of Seoul to express 
their will to launch intensive struggles in the whole region to make 2024 the year of 
Yoon's resignation. 


At a rally sponsored by the candlelight action, its participants expressed their 
anger at the prosecution dictatorship of Yoon Suk Yeol, holding such slogans of 
struggle as Impeachment is peace. Let's defend peace with the impeachment of Yoon 
Suk Yeol! and 'Conduct a special investigation of special class criminal Kim Kon Hut!.' 
Saying that it is time to fight with action, not with words, the speakers stressed the 
need to impeach the Yoon Suk Yeol dictatorial regime and make the ‘general 
election’ in April the spring of impeaching Yoon and make 2024 the year of Yoon's 
resignation. 


The participants staged a demonstration toward the puppet presidential office, 
chanting such slogans as Let's bring down Yoon to the last in 20241’. 


In Kwangju, too, people from all walks of life held a candlelight rally, holding such 
posters as Let's drive out Yoon Suk Yeol in the spirit of May 18". They declared that 
they would fight once again with the death - defying will to step down Yoon as in the 
Kwangju resistance in May 1980. 
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Meanwhile, the Confederation of Trade Unions held a rally in Kyonggi Province and 
expressed the will to wage a courageous struggle against the fascist suppression by 
the Yoon Suk Yeol puppet group this year, too. 


The participants in the rally chanted such slogans as Let us oust the Yoon Suk 
Yeol regime!' and Let us prevent the retrogressive revision of labour law! 


( Pyongyang, January 9, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Organizations in Region of Puppets, 
Call for Impeachment of Yoon Suk Yeol 


Organizations in the region of puppets issued statements in demand of the 
impeachment of war maniac Yoon Suk Yeol, a pro - U.S. warmonger. 


The Solidarity for Sovereignty on Jan. 15 denounced the Yoon Suk Yeol's group for 
escalating military tension while resorting to ceaseless war provocations from the 
beginning of the year. 


The organization charged that Yoon Suk Yeol's group, forsaken by the people and 
driven into a tight corner for causing a war crisis, driving people to destitution and 
being indulged in corruption, is planning to launch a dangerous military conflict to 
tide over the ruling crisis. 


It called for impeaching Yoon without fail to prevent a war. 


The Seoul candlelight action on Jan. 12 said that war is not a game and it will bea 
nuclear war if it breaks out, adding that if Yoon is allowed to go on his reckless war 
moves, war is inevitable and therefore, his impeachment should never be delayed 
for the people's life and security. 


On the same day, the Taegu candlelight action condemned Yoon for his 
unhesitating dangerous acts of bringing the danger of war as a stooge of the U.S. 


The organization called for intensifying the struggle for impeachment in order to 
check the frantic moves of Yoon's clan. 


The Pusan candlelight action on Jan. 11 said that the danger of war is getting ever 
more serious under the rule of Yoon Suk Yeol, stressing the need to impeach Yoon, 
who is trying to tide over the ruling crisis through war, with the might of the 
candlelight demonstrators. 


( Pyongyang, January 22, Juche 113 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


LIFE AND CULTURE in PEOPLES KOREA 


80 000 Blocks of the Complete Collection, 
of Buddhist Scriptures — Historical Relic of Korea 


Preserved in the Pohyon Temple in Mt Myohyang is the Complete Collection of 
Buddhist Scriptures printed with 80 O00 wooden blocks, which showcases the 
printing technology of the Korean nation. 


It is an encyclopaedia of Buddhism, compiled on the basis of various scriptures 
and other books on Buddhism of the days of Koryo ( 918 - 1392 ), the first unified 
state of Korea. It is also called the Koryo Collection of Buddhist Scriptures as it was 
printed in the days of Koryo. 


The first copy, printed in the first half of the 11 century, was burnt by foreign 
invaders. Later, from 1236 to 1251, another copy, which consists of 6 793 volumes 
of 1 539 kinds, was printed. This is the copy that still remains. 


Part of the Complete Collection of Buddhist Scriptures preserved 
in the Pohyon Temple in Mt Myohyang 


At that time, woodcraft workers made the wooden blocks with birch and other 
kinds of trees, embossed on each block 23 lines of letters, each line consisting of 14 
letters, fixed a bronze belt with a nail on each corner of the block, reinforced both 
edges so that it would not become twisted, and painted lacquer on the block as a 
moth deterrent. 


89 


PN ant “ eT? 


~ ha 
Å SRI ET ST 


- 
Wa 


The house in Mt Myohyang, 
where the 80 000 Blocks and the Complete Collection of Buddhist Scriptures 
printed with the blocks are preserved 


For their delicateness, wooden blocks look like a fine sculpture. 


The collection, recognized as the standard one among the many of its kinds, is a 
national treasure of the Korean nation as well as a cultural asset of the world. 


( Korean Publications Exchange Association) 


Rhododendrons on Mt Paektu 


For its majestic and sublime scenery Mt Paektu, the ancestral mountain of the 
Korean nation, counts among Korea’s celebrated mountains. 


Adding beauty to the scenery are rhododendrons that occur here and there on the 
mountain, where winter temperatures last for more than 200 days in a year. 


As a shrub of high medicinal value, the plant is called manbyongcho in Korean, 
which means a cure for all diseases. | 
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Mount Paektu 


Rhododendrons on Lake Chon of Mt Paektu 
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Rhododendrons blooming in snow 


( Korean Publications Exchange Association) 


Mother’s Request 
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Kim Pok Son living in a sea village in Sunam District, Chongjin City, North 
Hamgyong Province was surprised while reading a newspaper one June day in 
2011. 


It highlighted the news that her son Om Yun Chol snatched a gold medal in the 
men’s 56kg - category jerk of the World Junior Weightlifting Championships. 


She walked round the village with the newspaper, saying proudly: 'This is my son’. 
The days when her son started weightlifting came to her mind. 


He was good at running with competitive spirit from his childhood. One day she 
took him to the then Sunam District Juvenile Sports School as she wanted him to 
become a footballer. 


After carefully examining him with sturdy physique, powerful muscle and shrewd 
eyes, its headmaster said he had a suitable physical constitution for weightlifting 
and sent him to the weightlifting group. 


Consequently, the boy had a bond with weightlifting. His mother devoted herself 
for the son intent on training in the afternoon after having lessons in the morning. 


Later, he was summoned to the Amnokgang Sports Club. He sometimes got 
feeble - minded whenever he got homesick. 


One Sunday he phoned to ask about the health of his parents and elder sister, his 
mother said: A man who is concerned about his family affairs cannot do great 
things. Give yourself to the training with a mind to exalt the honour of the family 
and the country. 

Afterwards, he recollected that her words became his spiritual mainstay. He trained 
hard, cherishing her request as that of the country. 


He set a new world record by lifting the weight three times of his body weight in 
the 30th Olympic Games in 2012 and won a gold medal. He also topped the totals 
in the World Weightlifting Championships in 2013, and retained the world 
championship five times. 


The country awarded him Kim Jong I] Prize, the titles of Labour Hero and People’s 
Athlete and provided him with a modern flat built on the banks of the Pothong River 
in the capital city of Pyongyang and a car. 


His mother was so happy that she felt as if she took all blessings on this land to 
herself. 


She said to her son presenting her with a fragrant bouquet on Mother’s Day: You 
should not forget the benevolence of the country. 
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( So Kyong Hyok, Korean Publications Exchange Association ) 
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Commemorative Coins to Be Minted, 
in Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
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Commemorative coins will be minted in the DPRK on the occasion of the 7 Oth 
-anniversary of the victory in the Fatherland Liberation War. 


bor 


B A relevant decree of the Standing Committee of the Supreme People's Assembly o 
the DPRK was issued on July 23. 


- The commemorative coins named The 70th Anniversary of the Victory in the- 
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Fatherland Liberation War' will be minted into golden and silver ones. 


Relieved in the centre of the front side of golden and silver coins are the Statue of 
Victory at the Victorious Fatherland Liberation War Museum and the date of '7.27' 
with 70 points in a circle around it. Seen on the upper part of the fringe are letters 
Victory in the Fatherland Liberation War' and on its lower part the letters '70th 
Anniversary’ and figures of years '1953' and 2023. 


Seen in the centre of their back side are letters ‘Respects to the Great Years’. On 
the upper part are flags of the Workers' Party of Korea and the DPRK and a shield 
and on the lower part are magnolia blossoms. Relieved on the upper of the fringe 
are the letters 'The Central Bank of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea' and at 
the bottom the figures implying the fineness, weight and minting year. 


The size of the pure - gold coin is 35mm in diameter and 2mm in thickness and 
that of the pure-silver coin is 40mm in diameter and 3mm in thickness. 


( Korean Publications Exchange Association ) 


Majon Sea Bathing Resort 
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Situated in Hamhung, South Hamgyong Province, the Majon Sea Bathing Resort 
is a scenic spot on the east coast of Korea, famous for its dense forests, clear sea 


and fresh air. 


The resort stretches along about 6km - long seashore with a sand beach of 50 - 
100 metres in width. 


( Korean Publications Exchange Association ) 


CLASSIC WORKS 
OF THE GREAT KOREAN LEADERS 


KIM IL SUNG 


With The Century" 
The Years of Triads’ 
(May 1932 - February 1933 ) 
Chapier 6- The Years of Trials’ 
part 38 


"To South Manchuria’ 
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Following the legitimization of the guerrilla units and the formal founding of the Anti 
- Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army, our comrades discussed how it should start its 
activities. After parading in the walled town we returned to Xiaoshahe, and billeted 
the troops on the villagers in groups of three or four. We let them rest for a few days 
and held discussions to decide upon the direction of the guerrilla army’s activities. 


The process of these discussions was attended by a hot dispute, as had been the 
case in Kalun and Mingyuegou. 


Everyone had his own opinion. 


Not only was everyone’s view with regard to guerrilla warfare different but also their 
assertions and expositions of tactics for it varied. Our collective consisted of over 100 
young people with varying standards of learning and different backgrounds who had 
previously belonged to different organizations. Therefore, it was natural that their 
intentions and beliefs should be varied. 


Their beliefs can largely be divided into three categories. 


The first category was the theory of small groups. The advocates of this theory 
insisted that many small and mobile armed groups should be formed and the enemy 
defeated through a war of attrition instead of following the stereotyped method of 
forming such units as the company, battalion, regiment and division. They were of the 
opinion that if the strength of the guerrilla army was divided into small groups of 
three or five and tens and hundreds of groups conducted operations in many places 
in accordance with the unified strategy of the general staff, it would be quite possible 
to bring the Japanese imperialists to their knees. 


The advocates of this theory claimed that guerrilla warfare with small armed groups 
as the basic unit might mark the creation of a new form of the national liberation 
struggle in colonial countries. 


Many advocates of the small group theory were to be found among the young people 
from Dunhua and Yanji in particular. The young people in these two places were most 
influenced by Li Li - san’s Left adventurist line. The evil aftereffects of this were still 
evident in their way of thinking. 


Cha Kwang Su harshly criticized this theory of small armed groups as modern 
Blanquism. I was of the same opinion as Cha Kwang Su. 


The essence of the theory of small armed groups was that groups of several people 
would roam around avoiding a full - scale armed confrontation by large units because 
the military strength of the Japanese imperialists was enormous, and throw bombs at 
enemy leaders, set fire to their ruling installations and deal heavy blows to pro - 
Japanese elements and traitors to the nation, as Ra Sok Ju and Kang U Gyu had 
done. The theory of small armed groups was a type of terrorism disguised as guerrilla 


99 


warfare. 


If we did as they maintained, we would virtually be abandoning guerrilla warfare in 
large units. This would represent a retreat. We could not tolerate a retreat. 


Before and after the founding of the Anti - Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army, two 
noteworthy incidents took place in Japan and China perpetrated by our country’s 
patriots. One of them was the heroic deed of martyr Ri Pong Chang who threw a 
bomb at the Japanese Emperor’s carriage outside the Sakurada Gate of the royal 
palace in Tokyo; another was the incident involving patriot Yun Pong Gil’s throwing of 
a bomb in Hongkou Park in Shanghai on April 29 that year. Ri Pong Chang failed to 
achieve his aim of assassinating the Emperor because the bomb did not hit the mark. 
However, Yun Pong Gil succeeded in killing General Shirakawa, commander of 
Japanese forces in Shanghai, Murai, consul general in Shanghai, and Kawahashi, the 
leader of the Japanese residents. He also inflicted severe injuries upon many key 
military and political figures who had gathered in the park to celebrate the Emperor’s 
birthday, such as the resident minister to China, the commander of the 9th division 
and an admiral. By doing so he caused a great sensation at home and abroad. 


On January 9, 1932, the day after Ri Pong Chang was arrested for throwing a bomb 
at the Emperor’s procession, Guominribao, organ of the Kuomintang in China, carried 
in special type an article entitled “Korean Ri Pong Chang Attempts to Assassinate 
Japanese Emperor, but Sadly Fails.” Many other newspapers gave wide publicity to 
the heroic deed of Ri Pong Chang. The report made such an impact that Japanese 
soldiers and policemen in the field even raided the office of the newspaper 
Guominribao and destroyed it. All the newspapers that had expressed their regret for 
the failure were closed. 


All the Korean and Chinese peoples highly praised the brave deed of Yun Pong Gil. 
After the incident in Hongkou Park prominent figures from Chinese public circles 
asked for an interview with Kim Ku who had organized and instigated the incident. 
Even the bosses of the Chinese Kuomintang - led reactionary government who were 
capitulating to Japan’s aggression, promised to cooperate economically with the 
Koreans in China, moved by the great spirit of resistance and heroism of the Korean 
nation. 


Both Ri Pong Chang and Yun Pong Gil were subordinates of Kim Ku and members of 
the Group of Korean Patriots which was superintended by him. This group’s basic 
method in the anti - Japanese struggle was terror. 


Following the heroic deeds of Ri Pong Chang and Yun Pong Gil, an incident occurred 
in Dalian in which some members of the Patriotic Group sent by Kim Ku were arrested 
on the charge of attempting to assassinate the commander of the Kwantung Army. 
They had intended to assassinate the commander of the Kwantung Army, the 
president of the Manchurian Railway Company and the newly appointed chief of 
foreign affairs, taking advantage of the moment when key figures in Japanese 
military and political circles were coming to the station for the arrival in Dalian from 
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Fengtian of the Lytton - led fact - finding commission of the League of Nations. Kim Ku 
even wanted to send his subordinates to finish off the governor - general in Korea. 


Terrorism dazzled many Korean young people who were burning with hatred for the 
enemy at a time when An Jung Gun who had shot Ito Hirobumi to death was praised 
as a national hero and when all our compatriots dispersed on the American continent, 
in the Maritime Province of Siberia and in Manchuria, not to mention the people at 
home, were inspired by the heroic deeds of Ri Pong Chang and Yun Pong Gil. So it 
was not at all strange that at this time the theory of small armed groups should come 
to the fore and be brought up for discussion when we were discussing the direction of 
the activities of the Anti - Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army. The advocates of the 
theory of small armed groups were emphatic in asserting that the stronghold of 
Japanese imperialist rule would be shaken if such heroic deeds as that of Yun Pong 
Gil took place in succession in all parts of Korea, Japan and China. 


The second category was made up of those who recommended that we should go 
over to a full - scale armed offensive immediately. While such people as Kim Il Ryong 
were interested in the theory of small armed groups, Pak Hun, Kim Chol ( Kim Chol 
Hut ) and the like supported the theory of a prompt armed confrontation. I could to 
some extent understand it when Pak Hun, who had seen tens of thousands of the 
soldiers of the regular army and rioters thronging a big city, insisted on starting an 
immediate full-scale armed attack, not satisfied with the theory of small armed 
groups. However, when Kim Chol, who was married, and living in his wife’s parents’ 
home, spoke with fervour, which was unusual for that mild man, claiming that we 
should operate immediately on a large scale, I found it strange. 


All those who insisted upon going over to full - scale armed attacks had some 
grounds for their argument. Through the September 18 incident Japan had easily 
achieved her aim of occupying Manchuria and seized Shanghai and many other 
strategic points in China proper. A new puppet state called Manchukuo was 
established in the three eastern provinces. What was her next target? It was China 
proper and the Soviet Union. It was as clear as daylight that, although the Japanese 
army was slowing down its speed of attack as it watched the trend in the situation, it 
would invade China and the Soviet Union on some pretext or other. Therefore, starting 
full - scale military operations with the existing armed units would mean attacking 
from behind the Japanese imperialists who were deep in the mire of war. For us 
guerrillas to adopt a positive attacking posture was the law of history, so went their 
argument. 


Kim Il Ryong rejected this extreme assertion and quoted the brief proverb “Cut one’s 
coat according to one’s cloth.” This theory was thoughtless and subjective and did not 
take into consideration the preparedness of the Anti - Japanese People’s Guerrilla 
Army. 


Needless to say, the line of the armed struggle we had advanced in Kalun was one 
which envisaged a full - scale armed confrontation with the Japanese imperialists. 
Without doubt the main aspect of the anti - Japanese armed struggle would be an 
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organized and full - scale armed confrontation. However, it would be tantamount to 
committing suicide for a guerrilla army which had only just made a start to follow 
such a road from the beginning without making any preparations. 


There was another category besides these two. It was the theory of prudence which 
put forward the principle that one would be ever - victorious if one knew the enemy 
and oneself and that one would always be defeated if one did not know either the 
enemy or oneself. 


This is what the advocates of the theory of prudence said: “Our enemy is strong. 
How are we? We are no more than a young bud in both numbers and quality. Without 
doubt in the future we shall be enormously powerful. However, now we must steadily 
foster our strength quantitatively and qualitatively at the same time as conducting 
secret activities. Because our struggle will assume a protracted nature, we must 
accumulate our strength and beat the enemy ata stroke, taking advantage of a time 
when they are weak.” 


This view was censured as very lukewarm and vague, as no one could guess when 
such a time would come. 


This time in Xiaoshahe was not the first time we had had such an argument. We 
had had a similar argument when we were forming the Revolutionary Army in 
Guyushu; we had also had such an argument when we confirmed the line of the 
armed struggle in Kalun and also when we adopted in Mingyuegou the resolution on 
waging an organized guerrilla war. Therefore, those who had not been leading an 
organizational life with us for long could not understand our intention fully. The fact 
that various opinions were expressed in the revolutionary ranks with regard to an 
important line was a good example of the incipient nature of the Anti - Japanese 
People’s Guerrilla Army. Our unit comprised people who had various occupations and 
different standards of learning, and who came from various places and organizations. 
Some of the young people were regularly reading such publications as Tong - A Ilbo 
and Joson Ilbo as well as the lecture texts for secondary schools. Others had been 
dreaming about transforming society after reading such novels as A Boy Wanderer by 
Jiang Guang - ci or Abscondence by Choe So Hae before joining the guerrilla army. 
Still others had no schooling at all. However, they had been training themselves 
politically for several years in such revolutionary organizations as the Red Guards 
and the Children’s Vanguard. Then they got rifles and joined the armed ranks. 
Therefore, it was inevitable that there were differences in the levels of their 
understanding of things and phenomena. 


This situation encouraged us to pay special attention to organizational and political 
work to ensure in our unit singleness of idea, identity of action and unity of practice. 
We decided that, as the first process in this, we should adopt, before anything else, 
the measures needed to ensure identity in the understanding of the tactical principles 
of the guerrilla army and of our major strategic lines and that, unless we went 
through this process, the newly - born Anti - Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army might 
at the outset be in danger of meeting with disaster. 
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Walking around the village with Cha Kwang Su, I said the following to those who 
did not fully understand our tactical intention. 


“The theory of small armed groups will repeat the same method as that of An Jung 
Gun. It is an illusion that the Japanese imperialists can be brought to submission 
through terror. Although Ito Hirobumi was killed, Japan’s rule remains as ever; it has 
even established Manchukuo and is now stretching out its tentacles to China proper. 
There may be cases in which the Anti Japanese People's Guerrilla Army needs to 
undertake small group activities, but the small group should not be the basic combat 
unit. *The claim that we should immediately go over to full - scale armed attacks is 
also unrealistic. It is absurd to try to fight, with a unit of a little over 100 men, against 
the large Japanese army that is hundreds of thousands strong, meeting it head on. 
Thinking it possible to defeat a large army of hundreds of thousands by a charge of 
some 100 soldiers is very unrealistic. Comrades, don't underestimate the enemy, 
please. 


“So, what should we do then? Let us wage a guerrilla war with the company as the 
basic unit for the time being. If we operate with a small group as a unit, we can do 
nothing big. If our unit increases in size in the future, we shall be able to operate by a 
larger unit, but for now it is best to conduct our operations with the company as a 
unit. You also know that we are not in a position to form large units immediately. The 
anti-Japanese war will not be a short war which will be over after a few battles. 
Therefore we must, after starting with a small force, continually accumulate and 
expand our military forces in the course of the war, and when the time comes, we 
should win the final victory through a decisive battle combined with a nationwide 
armed uprising. We should constantly ensure our strategic and tactical predominance 
over the enemy and defeat the Japanese imperialists through an unceasing war of 
attrition. To this end we must, equipped with small arms and moving secretly, 
disperse the concentrated enemy soldiers and destroy the dispersed enemy troops 
one by one, avoid large enemy forces and swallow up small enemy forces. This is 
guerrilla warfare and here lies the advantage of guerrilla warfare. You advocates of 
the theory of prudence who maintain that we should not fight but only build up our 
forces furtively and defeat the enemy at a stroke after waiting for a favourable 
opportunity to do so, do you think that such a time will come of its own accord 
without a struggle and sacrifice, without bloodshed? You must remember that no one 
will present us with the opportunity to win our independence. We must win the 
opportunity by ourselves through a struggle.” 


Thus I convinced the men of the wisdom of our decision. 


Needless to say, not all the men understood me immediately. Some young people did 
not withdraw their opinions but stubbornly stood by them. 


I thought that only a practical example would bring our heated argument to a close 
and decide on which side truth was. Thinking thus, I devoted my time to studying to 
decide the direction of the guerrilla army’s activities. 
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Our unit, which had started on the ambitious course of the anti - Japanese war, was 
confronted with the following tasks at that time. Firstly, we had to strengthen the 
Anti-Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army in the course of a practical struggle. Secondly, 
we had to expand and strengthen our unit quickly in terms of its quality and quantity. 
Thirdly, we had to lay a solid mass foundation for the revolutionary army to rely on, 
and rally all sections of the masses around it. 


We discovered a way to resolve these matters in an expedition to south Manchuria 
and set this to be our main strategy for the year 1932. 


The armed unit which we formed in Antu had specific features that made it different 
from those formed in other counties and districts. Whereas the guerrilla units in other 
counties were formed of people from the given counties, the guerrilla unit in Antu 
comprised vanguard elements selected from various counties in east and south 
Manchuria as well as farsighted people from the homeland. If the guerrilla units in 
other areas regarded it as a principle to carry out their operations by settling in their 
respective areas, our unit considered it to be its principle to operate in the area of Mt. 
Paektu and in all the areas along the Rivers Amnok and Tuman instead of confining 
the theatre of its activities to one or two places. 


From the geographical point of view, Antu was very favourable for guerrilla warfare, 
but we could not remain only there. Our newly - created guerrilla unit had to advance 
into a vast area and, exposed to the elements, grow and take root among the people. 
While it was true that we had to guard against the practice of hastily leaning towards 
a struggle alone, we could not allow either the practice of idling away our time in one 
place, thinking only of preserving our forces. 


An important reason why we chose the expedition as the initial step of the Anti - 
Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army lay precisely in this. 


The main, immediate aim of the expedition to south Manchuria was to establish 
contact with the units of the Independence Army active along the River Amnok. 


The unit of the Independence Army under Commander Ryang Se Bong was 
stationed in the area of Tonghua in south Manchuria, and we intended to form a 
united front with them. The Independence Army force under the command of Ryang 
Se Bong amounted to hundreds. The unit was known as the Korean Revolutionary 
Army. 


At the time when the Anti-Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army was founded in Antu, 

Ryang Se Bong, in cooperation with Tang Ju - wu’s self - defence army, was 
successfully defeating the Japanese army and the Manchukuo army. This news 
reached even the valley of Xiaoshahe, to our delight. 


Pak Hun wondered if Ryang Se Bong would agree to collaborate with communists 
because he was a nationalist from Kukmin-bu with a deep-seated anti-communist 
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idea. But, I said that we should make every possible effort to achieve a united front 
with the unit of the Independence Army. I told him that, now that we had formed an 
allied front with the national salvation army of China, there was no reason for us 
people of one and the same blood not to combine our efforts when we had a common 
ambition to fight against the Japanese. 


I considered that collaboration with Ryang Se Bong would prove successful also 
because I attached importance to our past friendly feelings and our personal 
relations; as someone who had been on extremely friendly terms with my father, 
Ryang Se Bong loved me very much. In my childhood I heard that Kim Si U and 
Ryang Se Bong became sworn brothers with my father in Huadian and even had 
their photograph taken with him. Commander Ryang and my father were very close. 
Had it not been for this relationship he would not have written a letter of introduction 
for me, a letter addressed to Hwasong Uisuk School, and would not have visited 
Yuwen Middle School and slipped money into my hand whenever he came to Jilin. In 
those days I was saving every penny, unable even to eat a Chinese pancake stuffed 
with sugar when everyone else was buying them, because of my difficulties in paying 
my school fees. So, I used the money which he gave me only when absolutely 
necessary. 


After the Wangqingmen incident Ryang Se Bong and I became estranged because of 
my disillusionment over Kukmin - bu as a whole. However, I was no less grateful to 
him. 


It was not by chance that, at the time when I was undecided what to do after 
founding the guerrilla army, the first thought that came to my mind was that I must 
visit Ryang Se Bong. It is true that in doing so I wanted to form a united front with 
him. However, no less was my desire to take the necessary advice and 
encouragement from him who had acquired combat experience over many years. 


Commander Ryang Se Bong was a veteran of many battles when compared with us 
who were excited at making an expedition without having gone through even a single 
battle. In the presence of those who were engaged in the national movement we had 
time and again expressed our resolve not to fight in the way the Independence Army 
did. This meant that we would not repeat the blunders of those who had not relied on 
the strength of the people, but it did not mean that we would ignore their military 
experience and technique. 


When we witnessed the white terrorism committed by Kukmin - bu at Wangqingmen, 
we resolved with bitter tears not to deal with the old people of the Independence 
Army any more. But we decided not to consider their past faults when we shared the 
common noble work of liberating the country. If we took the past into account we 
would never be able to collaborate with them. 


Besides Ryang Se Bong’s unit, in south Manchuria there were anti-Japanese armed 
units led by such Korean communists as Ri Hong Gwang and Ri Tong Gwang. The 
guerrilla unit which Ri Hong Gwang formed in May 1932 was called the Panshi 
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Worker Peasant Volunteers. Later this unit was reformed into the South Manchurian 
Guerrilla Unit of the 32nd Army of the Chinese Worker - Peasant Red Army, and into 
the First Army of the Northeast People’s Revolutionary Army. 


Ri Hong Gwang became famous partly because he commanded his unit skilfully by 
displaying remarkable resourcefulness and art of command, and also because such 
enemy publications as the newspaper of the Kwantung Army and the newspaper of 
Manchukuo reported him wrongly to be a “woman general.” That Ri Hong Gwang 
came to be called a “woman general” was associated with a comic story which 
caused everyone to smile. When he returned to his base after an assault on Dongxing, 
Ri Hong Gwang had a woman guerrilla under his command interrogate the prisoners 
of war. Before interrogating the captives the woman guerrilla introduced herself by 
saying, “I’m Ri Hong Gwang.” Then she demanded that they state the disposition of 
the policemen and their plan for “punitive operations.” 


When the prisoners of war returned to their unit they spread the rumour, “Ri Hong 
Gwang is a beautiful lady of about 20.” This is how the rumour started among the 
Japanese soldiers that Ri Hong Gwang was a woman general. 


While Ri Hong Gwang was someone who fully displayed his wit and courage as a 
warrior through the armed struggle, Ri Tong Gwang was an able political worker who 
displayed extraordinary ability in the building of the party and in the political 
awakening and organization of the masses. His name was known widely in east 
Manchuria from the latter half of the 1920s. 


It was Kim Jun, So Chol and Song Mu Son who told me about Ri Tong Gwang. When 
he was attending Dongxing Middle School in Longjing Ri Tong Gwang began to 
distinguish himself as a leader of the student movement. The news of the escape from 
prison of Ri Tong Gwang, who had been arrested in Longjing in connection with the 
first incident involving the Jiandao Communist Party, reached even Jilin. 


In the summer of 1930 I happened to meet So Chol in Harbin. In the course of our 
conversation he unexpectedly told me that Ri Tong Gwang knew of me. He had told 
So Chol that he had seen me when Mr. An Chang Ho was delivering a lecture in Jilin 
and then, later, when a meeting of the representatives of the peasants in the Panshi 
area was held in Wulihezi. So I asked So Chol to tell Ri Tong Gwang, when he met 
him, about our strategy for the struggle and that some time we should meet each 
other, exchange greetings and fight hand in hand in the same trench. 


Afterwards Ri Tong Gwang worked as secretary of the south Manchuria special 
district committee and as head of the organizational affairs department of the south- 
east Manchuria provincial committee. However, at the time when we were making 
preparations for our expedition to south Manchuria, he was working as secretary of a 
district committee in Panshi County. 


As in east Manchuria, so in south Manchuria, too, the Korean communists formed 
the backbone of the anti - Japanese armed force. 
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We intended to establish contact with them, too, when we went to south Manchuria. 
I regarded it very good for the development of the Anti-Japanese People’s Guerrilla 
Army if the young units met one another, swapped experiences and jointly 331 
sought measures for the struggle. In the whole course of the antiJapanese armed 
struggle we conducted our operations in close contact with the guerrilla units in south 
Manchuria. In the course of this I formed unbreakable relations with Ri Hong Gwang, 
Ri Tong Gwang and Yang Jing - yu. 


Many of our organizations were in the area of south Manchuria, such as Liuhe, 
Xingjing and Panshi. When we were operating in central Manchuria we had sent to 
these areas many fine workers of the YCLK and AIYL to form organizations. We had 
also sent there Choe Chang Gol and Kim Won U. However, those organizations that 
were born thanks to their efforts had been destroyed after the September 18 incident. 


If we went to south Manchuria, a favourable phase could be created in restoring the 
organizations there and instilling vigour into the hearts of the daunted revolutionaries. 


Some historians suggest that all our activities were conducted smoothly and quickly 
without any obstacles and vicissitudes following the foundation of the Anti-Japanese 
People’s Guerrilla Army. However, a revolution is not so simple. 


We had had to experience enormous psychological distress and many twists and 
turns until we chose our expedition to south Manchuria to be the first action of the 
new-born guerrilla army and put it into effect. 


At Kim Jong Ryong’s house where the headquarters of the district party committee 
had been set up, we held in May 1932 a meeting of the party and YCLK leading core 
elements operative in the various counties of east Manchuria and discussed the 
problems of conducting an expedition into south Manchuria and establishing a base. 
Our plan for an expedition into south Manchuria enjoyed the unanimous support and 
approval of those attending the meeting. Even some young people who, divided into 
332 two or three groups within the same unit, had been engaged in an extremely 
heated argument, willingly accepted our policy of conducting an expedition. 


One day when we were enthusiastically making preparations for our expedition, 
Cha Kwang Su who had been appointed the unit’s chief of staff, appeared before me 
looking serious and said: 


“Comrade Commander, as we intend to start on an expedition, what about leaving 
Xiaoshahe as soon as possible, in a few days? There is a main road in the 
neighbourhood, and the enemy’s convoys frequently pass along it, and this is not 
good for us. Our food situation is also very difficult. There are only some 40 
farmhouses here, but more than 100 of us are eating their food. So how can the 
villagers of Xiaoshahe bear it, although they are very kind?” 


The people of that area had joined a spring uprising because they had been 
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suffering from hunger. Therefore, his appeal concerning the food situation fully 
convinced me. 


But I could not agree to leaving Xiaoshahe soon simply because the main road was 
frequented by the enemy’s convoys. 


So to Cha Kwang Su, in response to his proposal that we should disappear secretly 
from Antu, I said: 


“Comrade Chief of Staff, since we have risen in arms, what about trying a battle?” 
“Do you mean it?” 


“Yes, now that we have formed a unit, we should start our battle. When the enemy 
troops are passing very near us, there is no reason for us to sit with folded arms. 
When we shall have to leave, we will leave, but let us fire a shot in Antu. We cannot 
talk about training the men without a battle. If we succeed, I think we will be able to 
procure the materials we need for our expedition.” 


Cha Kwang Su readily consented to my proposal. That very day he went to the road 
with Pak Hun to scout the terrain. The aim of his scouting was to select a suitable 
spot for an ambush. They proposed that we should keep watch at an important 
position on the road in Xiaoyingziling and attack a passing convoy. Their proposal 
accorded with my plan. I regarded an ambush to be the most suitable and universal 
form of combat for a guerrilla army. 


Xiaoyingziling was situated midway between Antu and Mingyuegou. It was 
between Dadianzi and Dashahe. It was a little over ten miles from Xiaoshahe as the 
crow flies. Although the mountains were not steep, it was a very good spot for an 
ambush because there was a winding cart track through a ravine. By using this road, 
the enemy was supplying munitions for its armed forces in the Antu area. 


A provincial organization informed us that a puppet Manchukuo army convoy of 
carts carrying weapons and supplies had left Mingyuegou for Antu. I took those men 
who were scheduled to go to south Manchuria and, after reaching Xiaoyingziling by a 
rapid night march, placed them on both sides of the road in ambush. 


An ambush at night is not a good idea. At night when it is impossible to distinguish 
friend from foe an assault is more effective than an ambush. Throughout the whole 
period of the anti - Japanese war we laid only a few night ambushes. 


We, who had just started on a new road, were unaware of this principle at that time. 
Fortunately, the moon was full and bright so our forces would not get confused and 
fight among themselves. 


The enemy’s convoy appeared in Xiaoyingziling towards mid - night. Our men in the 
first position who were 100 metres ahead of us signalled the appearance of the 
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enemy. The convoy was composed of 12 horse sleighs in all. 


I was so tense and excited that I could feel my heart beating. I realized then that 
anything one encounters for the first time causes one great shock, apprehension and 
misgivings. I looked at Pak Hun who was lying next to me, and saw that he, too, 
looked extremely tense. With him who had graduated from Huangpu Military 
Academy and had had a taste of gunfire being like that, it was not difficult to guess 
how the other men were feeling. 


The first small unit of the ambush let the column of carts pass. When the head of the 
column reached about half the length of the distance along which the second small 
unit was lying in ambush, I stood up on a rock and fired my pistol. With that piercing 
sound a battle cry was raised. 


We could distinguish easily between friend and foe because we had bound white 
cloths round our arms. However, the men of the enemy’s transportation unit who had 
been taken by surprise, fired at random, unable to tell friend from foe. Some ten or so 
of the escorts desperately replied to our fire from behind the carts. The longer the 
battle lasted, the more dangerous it was for us. 


After about ten minutes’ firing we charged and wound up the battle. The enemy 
surrendered after suffering more than ten casualties. The number of captives was 
also about ten. All of them were soldiers of the puppet Manchukuo army; one of them 
was a Japanese noncommissioned officer. 


I made a brief anti - Japanese speech to the enemy soldiers who had surrendered to 
us. 


That night we returned to Mutiaotun carrying our trophies in ten carts. Our trophies 
consisted of 17 rifles, one pistol, a large amount of flour which was enough to feed 
100 people, for about a month, cloth and combat boots and so on. It was very 
impressive as first trophies. 


Until after midnight we sat in a circle around a bonfire in the yard and ate a clear 
soup with thin pieces of pastry. It was a plain dinner party arranged in celebration of 
victory in our first battle. 


Even as I ate the soup I could not calm my beating heart. The food tasted good, but 
my mood was still better. Even now when 60 years have passed since then, I can still 
vividly remember my joy over victory in my first battle and the great excitement which 
I felt that night. 


Cha Kwang Su who had been looking into the bonfire weeping behind his glasses, 
grasped my hand tightly all of a sudden and said in a choking voice: 


“I say, Song Ju, now that I have experienced battle, it is nothing special.” 
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Such was the chief of staff’s impression of his first battle. 


My impression was the same. A battle is nothing extraordinary. Anyone can fight if 
only he has a gun and courage. The enemy is not so strong as we have so far 
regarded them to be. Look! They have surrendered to us. So, let us prepare with 
confidence for a bigger battle. We can win. 


“How good it would be if Kim Hyok were here at a time like this. If he were alive, he 
would already have recited an impromptu poem. What a pity he has gone so early. 
Kim Hyok, Sin Han, Ri Gap, Je U, Kong Yong ... where have they all gone!” 


Cha Kwang Su was muttering to himself thus as if complaining about something as 
he wiped away the tears streaming down his cheeks. He was thinking about those 
who had left our ranks early without seeing the birth of the Anti - Japanese People’s 
Guerrilla Army. 


I was also thinking of those who had fallen in battle while working to lay the 
foundation of the Anti - Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army. I could not ease the pain in 
my heart as the faces of my comrades - in - arms who had died without seeing this 
day came to my mind. If they were all still alive, how strong our ranks would be. 


With his glasses in one hand and gesturing, Cha Kwang Su made a speech in front 
of the bonfire. 


“Comrades, we have taken the first step. We have achieved the first victory. Who 
has done this? It is we who are sitting here.” 


He stretched out his arms and made a gesture, as if he was lifting the men up in his 
arms. 


He said: “Once we have taken up a gun, that gun must be fired. And once the gun 
has been fired, we must win. Am I not right? This evening we have annihilated a 
convoy of carts. It is no more than a small incident, but it is the start of our cause. The 
water of a small stream has left a steep mountain valley and started to flow towards 
the ocean.” 


It was the first time that I saw Cha Kwang Su so excited. 


That night he made a really good speech. It was much more vivid and appealing than 
I can convey in writing by referring to my memory. I regret that I cannot repeat the 
speech as it was. 


He said: “Comrades, how good fighting is. It gives us guns, provisions, clothes and 
shoes .... This evening I have learned a great and profound lesson. Now, let us 
distribute the rifles we have captured. Let us shoot more enemy troops with these 
rifles. Then we will obtain more rifles and provisions. We will also obtain machine- 
guns and artillery. Let us fill our rice sacks with the captured food. Let us march 
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vigorously, eating that food. Let us make the Japanese imperialists supply us with 
weapons and provisions as we have done today, until the day when they are 
completely annihilated. This is the way for us to exist and struggle, isn’t it?” 


I was the first to applaud his speech. The whole audience responded to his speech 
with warm applause. 


Then someone stood up and sang a song. I am not sure whether it was Jo Tok Hwa 
or Pak Hun. Anyhow, the song overflowed with inspiration. 


Thus, we took our first confident step. 
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Facebook: 


Korean Friendship Association SEE 
UK 
Q Search 


386 likes + 681 followers 


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091470717768 
( the new and only official main Facebook page of the KFA UK ) 


Central Library of the Korean Friendship 


Association UK 


https://archive.org/details/@online_library_-_west_of_england_branch_of_the_uk_korean_friendship_association 


( The Central Library of the Korean Friendship Association UK ) 


https://www.facebook.com/West-of-England-Branch-of-the-UK-Korean-Friendship-Association-102558588326337 


( West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


https://www.facebook.com/groups/207834299694943 
( Juche Songun Study ) 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/174999253036140 
( The Stoke On Trent Branch of the Juche Idea Study Group of Britain ) 


https://www.facebook.com/Staffordshire-Branch-of-the-UK-Korean-Friendship-Association-426792611008845 


( Staffordshire Branch of KFA UK ) 


https://www.facebook.com/KFASouthofEngland 


( South of England Branch of KFA UK ) 


Twitter: 


https://twitter.com/Korea Friend UK 


DEAR KFA UK Members! 


The Editorial Committee invites all KFA members to contact, 
correspond, express their opinions and submit articles, 
participate in the creation of our monthly journal. 


The deadline date to send correspondence on below email addresses 
is 25th of every each month: 


alanbolon@yahoo.co.uk 
juche007@googlemail.com 


Look forward to new issue March 2024! 
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Korean Friendship Association UK 
monthly magazine Peoples Korea Today' links to online version 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-1-january-2021-pdf 
Issue 1 ( January 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-2-february-2021-pdf 
Issue 2 ( February 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/special-supplement-to-peoples-korea-today-february-2021-pdf 


February Special Supplement 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-3-march-2021 


Issue 3 ( March 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/peoples-korea-today-issue-4-april-2021 


Issue 4 ( April 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-5-may-2021 


Issue 5 ( May 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-6-june-2021 


Issue 6 ( June 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-7-july-2021 


Issue 7 ( July 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-8-august-2021-1 


Issue 8 ( August 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-9-september-2021 


Issue 9 (September 2021 ) 
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https:/ /archive.org/ details/peoples-korea-today-issue-10-october-2021 202305 
Issue 10 ( October 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-11-november-2021-1 


11 (November 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-12-december-2021-1 


Issue 12 ( December 2021 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-13-january-2022 


Issue 13 ( January 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-14-february-2022 


Issue 14 ( February 2022 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-15-march-2022 


Issue 15 ( March 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-16-april-2022-2 


Issue 16 ( April 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-17-may-2022-1 


Issue 17 ( May 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-18-june-2022-1 


Issue 18 ( June 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-19-july-2022 


Issue 19 (July 2022 ) 
https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-20-august-2022 


Issue 20 ( August 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/peoples-korea-today-issue-21 


Issue 21 ( September 2022) 
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https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-22-october-2022-1 


Issue 22 ( October 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-23-november-2022 


Issue 23 ( November 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-24-december-2022-1 


Issue 24 (December 2022 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-25-january-2023 


Issue 25 ( January 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-26-february-2023 


Issue 26 ( February 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-27-march-2023 


Issue 27 ( March 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-28-april-2023 
Issue 28 ( April 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-29-may-2023 


Issue 29 ( May 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-30-june-2023 


Issue 30 ( June 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/peoples-korea-today-issue-31-july-2023 202306 


Issue 31 (July 2023 ) 
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Issue 32 ( August 2023 ) 


https:/ / drive.google.com/file/d/1qjGlsrouwGxaKomg7WuCr7RaFUNaH0rj/ view ?fbclid=IwA ROIEoSq7QQ-pWqkEwkj9IVTJE2WO8kaMDRnw_Gq9vTUamVpL8aEHZ8H3xs 


https:/ /archive.org/details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-33-september-2023-kopia 


Issue 33 ( September 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-34-october-2023 


Issue 34 ( October 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-35-november-2023 


Issue 35 ( November 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details/ peoples-korea-today-issue-36-december-2023 


Issue 36 ( December 2023 ) 


https:/ /archive.org/ details / peoples-korea-today-issue-37-january-2024_202312 


Issue 37 ( January 2024 ) 
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If any link does not work please let us know! 
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